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Multitudes of articles are postponed. If the next 
were not **Christmas week,” we should issue a sup- 
plement—and, even as it is, will ‘‘try,” that the matter 
for insertion may be kept a little under command, and 
our readers obtain the full worth of their money, so far 
as it depends upon us, 

The proceedings of congress are very important, as 
‘notes of preparation.’’? The bills reported to the house 
of representatives shew a disposition to carry out the pre- 
sident’s views, as set forth in his late message, to their full 
extent—and a rude and simultaneous attack on the se- 
nate, by the affiliated presses, convinces us that that body 
is feared, in the reports to be presented on our foreign re- 
lations, on finance, the public lands, and the general post 
office, &c. The session, notwithstanding it must be a 
short one, will, probably, be one of the most interesting 
that has been held for several years—though it is not 
easy to foresee the results that are about to happen. One 
good—an act of justice, may follow the present warlike 
state of things, (and the friends of the navy are taking 
advantage of it)—we mean the placing of our gallant of- 
ficers on a better footing, as to pay or emoluments, than 
they have hitherto enjoyed. But our readers are referred 
to the sketches of proceedings inserted. The important 
bills and reports, as submitted and published, shall be 
presented in extenso, and as speedily as practicable, by 
the aid of extra pages, as necessity demands. We desire 
that the record should be made not only fairly, but fully 
—that all our readers may form opinions for themselves. 

Motions have been made in congress to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing branches of the mint of 
the United States in North Carolina, and at New York 
and New Orleans, and, we think, at one or twe other 
places. It is important, in our belief, if (as seems expect- 
ed by some), the gold and silver coinage is to be a large 
one, that it should all be performed at one place, as well 
to insure certainty in the value of the coins, as to re- 
duce the expenses of coinage—one director, treasurer, 
assayer, &c. will do the business better than a dozen of 
each, and at much less cost. 


Lardner’s Enclyopedia has the following on the ac- 
curacy of the British coinage— 

The extreme exactness required and atiained in the weight 
of coins at the royal mint, by means of the sizing machinery, 
has already been mentioned. On a recent examination; when 
put to the test as to their weight, it was found that out of 1,000, 
500 were quite correct, 200 varied only by half a grain, 100 
more, three quarters of a grain, and the remaining 200 varied 
altogether a grain! ‘This is an instance of surprising accuracy; 
especially When the various process through which every single 
coil passes are taken into consideration. 

The gold coinage at the mint of the United States for 
the week ending December 13, was $82,500--remaining 
for coinage 48,810—whole amount coined 3,331,390. 

We see it stated in the New York Commercial Ad- 
vertiser, that sixty thousand dollars of this coinage be- 
longed to the United States, ‘any No Monxr’’—all the 
rest being the private property of banks or individuals; 
and yet the ‘*Globe,” and its satellite presses, have been 
filled with exceedingly gross denunciations, because, as 
they affected to believe, that certain persons had the im- 
pudence to make use of their own money as they pleas- 
ed—to “hoard” it, or distribute it, as they thought fit. 

We shall see after a while, for it is expected, a par- 
ticular statement of the operations of the mint—and then 
know how much of the new coin has been made out of 
the former coinage of the United States, which latter 
had been ‘thoarded,”’ or bought ana sold as merehan- 
dise, and on which the possessors received an advance 
of six per cent.in exchange for coins of the same legal 
value—which advance, as stated in the ‘‘Advertiser”’ has 
an entire aggregate of 185,045 dollars and 40 cents. But, 

Vor. XLVII—Sie. 18. 


EDITED, PRINTED AND PUBLISHED BY H. NILES, AT $5 PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN ADVANCE. 





asthe banks must, or should have, considerable quantities 
in specie on hand—a regard for their own interest, as 
well as convenience, naturally induces them to prefer the 
keeping of ‘new] gold to that of silver; the former being 
considered the least valuable, but equally competent to 
redeem the bills of banks. 


For ourselves, we have, in the course of all our busi- 
ness, yet received only three of the new gold coins—and 
one of these was twice refused, when offered in payment 
to persons in humble life. 


We had given out for publication, (accompanied b 
some remarks), a project of Mr. Teackle, of Maryland, 
for the establishment of a national bank, on account of 
the positive assertion made by him, that it had the ap- 
probation of the president of the United States—which 
we the more readily believed because that it seemed alli- 
ed to a plan which the president, himself, had suggested 
some time ago—but the article was withdrawn on seeing 
the following ‘‘official” declaration of the**Globe”— 

We are authorised to say, that the statement is not true. 
Mr. Teackle submitted his plan to the president—he read only 
a small part of it, and, becoming satisfied that it was altogether 
a visionary scheme, threw it aside, and never looked at it 
again. 

We also thought the plan a ‘‘visionary” one, and were 
so much accustomed to others on the ‘‘monetary sys- 
tem,” by Mr. T. that, except for the causes stated 
above, it would not have been noticed. The ‘*Globe”’ 
gives it out to be understood that the idea of a national 
bank is not at all entertained by the ‘‘administration. ” 
We are pleased that this word has been substituted for 
that of the ‘*zovernment.”? It looks well, in the way of 
“reform.’? The **democratic party” is fully ‘*commit- 
ted” against a national bank, and also to prevent the 
issue of bank notes of a less denomination than twenty 
dollars. Nous verrons! or, **we shall see what we 
shall see,’’ as the hocus pocus showman says. Let every 
man believe as much in these pretences as he pleases! 
Some, surely, are perfectly honest in them; but with the 
body of the leaders, they are just like the slight-o’-hand 
operations of wandering magicians and jugglers. These 
have no more intention to abolish a paper currency than 
has the juggler of being shot, when he pretends that a 
properly loaded pistol may be discharged at him, harm- 
lessly—and the former is not less a cheat than the latter; 
but political managers and practical jugglers well know 
that the public are not displeased with being made fools 
of. Many will even pay money for that kind of service 
rendered to them! 


ee 


Large amounts in specie are still flowing into the U. 
States from Mexico. Between the 17th and 24th ultimo, 
$524,036, in silver, were received at New Orleans—and 
other considerable sums arrived in different places; and 
the remainder of the first instalment of the Neapoli- 
tan treaty of indemnity, has arrived at New York, being 
18,100 ‘‘gold Napoleons.” We have not heard of any 
other Napoleons than those of gold; but the quality is so 
stated in the ‘‘official.”? An equal money-amount of du//- 
hides from Montevideo, would be equally acceptable— 
and more so; because of the increased value that would 
be given to them by American labor. 


On the first of Gctober the account of the bank of Eng- 
land stood thus: 





Circulation, .......ccccceececeeccccecs £ 18,914,000 
Deposites,......ee cece cece ececececeee 13,514,000 
Making its liabilities.........+-.-eeeeeee- £ 32,428,000 
Securities, ........ cece ccccccccseccecs 27,840,000 
Bullion,.....+.++ ocvcccccacceneese 7,123,000 
Making its assets.........+++ cesvecceceses  £€34,963,000 


Which leaves a surplus of two millions and a half. 
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‘There was an interesting debate in the senate on the 
bili presented by Mr. Webster, concerning claims for 
French spoilations,; previous to the 30th September, 1800 
—and in the house of representatives on the bill to per- 
mit the importation of locomotive engines free of duty. 
We must “‘try” to insert a part of these debates, that the 
principles of the bills may be fully understood by our 
readers—but long and very important reports now daily 
expected, may interfere with our wishes, in this respect. 
That from the senate’s committee of finance was present- 
ed on Thursday, by Mr. Tyler. We have a bricf notice of 
itin the “Intelligencer,” but cannot make room for it 
now. It appears that the bank has an wudeubted surplus 
of more than four millious of dollars on hand! 

A report prevails that orders have been received at the 
different navy yards, to have all the vessels on the stocks 
in such a state of forwardness as to allow of their being 
launched at thirty days notice. 

And the Boston ‘*Atlas’’ says— 

That a meeting of the presidents of the several Marine insur- 
ance companies of that city, was held on the 6th inst. when it 
Was agreed to recommend to the insurance companies, thata 
clause be added tw their policies excepting themselves from all 
risks growing out of any rupture with France. 

fc-We have no present disposition to enter into the 

uestion relative to our relations with France. We be- 
lieve that the government of that country, for many years 
past, has avoided an action on our claims upon her, ina 
manner that must be reprobated by every straight-forward 
and plain-dealing man; yet we totally disapprove of the re- 
commendations of the president, in this respect—regard- 
ing the dispute as more about « matter of money than as 
one that affects the national honor. We may be mistaken 
—but if not, the money that should have been paid must 
be calculated with reference to that to be expended, in 
the event of a war,that will follow the course propos- 
ed—unless, happily, an appropriation shall have been 
made by the French chambers before the receipt of the 
president’s message; for we take it as a moral certainty 
that the matter and manner of the message will stand 
in the way of such an appropriation, it being ‘Shuman na- 
ture” to resist the doing of simple justice—‘‘on compul- 
sion.”* That France ought to pay the money stipulated 
in the treaty, cannot be doubted—but something is due to 
her own peculiar situation and the parties, or factions, and 
uncertainties, with which she has been vexed—acting 
against one another, and forbidding harmonious co-ope- 
rations. ‘There is some dispute as to the treaty-making 
power in France—but we think that, from the necessity 
of asking an appropriation of money by the chambers, 
the king is precisely in the same condition as it was con- 
tended by the old ‘‘demoerats” of 1795, (Messrs. Madi- 
son and Gallatin being at their head), that the president 
of the United States then held—and we think, also, that 
the legislature of every country should have charge of 
**the purse strings’ with power to ‘‘stop the wheels of the 

overnment,” as Mr. Gallatin was villainously abused, 
thy that impudent British hireling, Coddett, and others), 
or having said, with reference to ‘‘Jay’s treaty” with 
Great Britain, approved by WasnineTron—a good por- 
tion of the debate on which we had the pleasure of hear- 
ing when an apprentice in Philadelphia. And what has 
been our own conduct in money matters? Beaumarchais’ 
claim was urged, year after year, on the attention of con- 
ss—but congress would not make an appropriation to 
satisfy it; and vet that the claim was just is shewn by its 
recognition in the late treaty with France in which it 
was agreed to pay us a certain sum of money, the amount 
of that claim being allowed in the way of off-set. To be 
sure, it had not been stipulated, by Treaty, that Beau- 
marchais’ heirs should before obtain justice from the 
United States—but the claim was long preferred by 
France, and often recommended by our presidents, and 
yet congress, in its own proper right, refused an appro- 
priation to quiet it. 

But let us look closer athome! A bill has been in- 
troduced again into the senate of the Uuited States, ap- 
propriating five millions of dollars to satisfy certain 
claims of our merchants for spoliations committed pre- 
vious to the 30th Sept. 1800—the date of a treaty con- 
cluded with the then existing government of France. 





*Power existing to give such disposition effect. 





——— 





We made the elaim—and it was a just one; but France 
plead an off-set, to its fullest extent, in certain conditions 

which the United States were bound to fulfil [and had 

not}, in the treaty of alliance concluded in February, 

1778—and so, after much negotiation, it was finally 

agreed that the claims of both nations should be abated—- 

or stand as off-sets to one another; the government of 
the United States thus making itself liable to the claims 

of individual citizens of the United States. Now here 

is a treaty matter—as much so in the ove case as in the 

other; and, as we permitted the off-set to be made, our 
government is held liable for the payment of private da- 
mages sustained, and dartered away, in the manner stat- 

ed. Let us seriously ask—why should we quarrel with 

France for doing that to certain of our people, (so far as 

the non-fulfilment of the Jate treaty goes), while we our- 
selves have neglected or refused thet Justice to others of 
our people, during the long period of more that thirty- 
four years? Does it not look as if discovering ‘‘a mote 
in our neighbor’s eye, without discerning the beam that 
is in our own eye?” The eases, to our mind, stand 
upon very nearly the same footing, in prineiple—and 
should, at least, be considered together, and in a spirit 
of forbearance, if not of self-humiliation. 

There are many things belonging to this important 
matter, as presented by the president to congress, that 
offer themselves for consideration and comment—bat 
we have not time nor room to enter into either with 
satisfactory detail to ourselves or others, and will 
simply observe, that, while expressing an unqualified 
Opinion that our claim on France is a just one, it is not 
of such a nature as should lead this nation into a wide 
and indefinite season of war, and with a power from 
which nothing but ‘hard knocks” can be expected. 
France is altogether unwise in provoking such a state of 
things—for she must suffer mueh in her agrieulture, ma- 
nufactures and commerce; but her suffering will not ren- 
der a particle of good to the people of the United States 
—these not being her rivals, or competitors, m either re- 
spect. And while Franee should count up her losses to 
be sustained in a rupture with us, the United States 
should calculate the probable cost and events of hostili- 
ties with her: and it is not unlikely we think, that, placed 
as king Louis Philippe is, he will not be unwiiling to 
divert the aitention of the French people from political 
intrigues to the bustle and business of war. The idea of 
forcing France to pay this money, we do not suppose is 
entertained. ‘The property of Frenchmen may be seiz- 
ed—but that is a game that the other party ean also play 
at. 

One more remark. While on the one hand, we ap- 
prehend a too easy acquiescenee in the recommendation 
of the president, by some of his political friends, that he 
may be supported, and ‘‘the party”? kept entire—we fear 
that a few on the other side, and, also, for political pur- 
poses, will rather yield to the president, in a belief that 
his measures, if carried out, will have powerful influen- 
ces against him and his political friends, in relation to 
certain important questions not yet finally disposed of. 
WE SHALL SEE. 


— 


We have made a remark, that parts of the testimony 
given on the trials at Charlestown, of persons charged 
with the destruction of the Ursuline convent at that 
place, would not tend to the promotion of good feelings 
among the people. ‘Take for instanee the following 
statement, given under oath by a respectable mechanic, 
Edward Cutter, one of the selectmen of Charlestown: 


On the Saturday before the fire, he went, in consequence of 
the publication, relative to the mysterious lady, with a view to 
ascertain something which might allay the excitement, and told 
the lady superior he had called for the purpose of having an in- 
terview with Mary John. The superior said, she would not 
gratify me so much, and that my visit was a useless one. She 
said also, that Mr. Runey and I had applied for a mob—that we 
might fetch it as soon as we pleased—that the bishop bad 20,000 
of the vilest Irishmen at his command—that we might read our 
riot acts till our throats were sore, and we could not quell them 
—they would tear down my house, and those of Mr. Runey, 
and Fitch Cutter, over our heads, 

The testimony of the lady superior herself, on the 
same subject, is to this effect: 


Mr. C. told me he was afraid the mob would destroy the con- 





vent, and [ then told bim that if they did, “the right reverend 
bishop’s influence over 10,000 brave Lrishmen might Icad to the 
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destruction of his (Mr. C’s) property, and that of others also.”? 
I said this without much thouglit, 

The idea that a mass of foreign population is to be 
thus moved to vengeance, is awful—and we hope the 
lady spoke not only without ‘‘much thought,” but with- 
out the shadow of a just belief that such a thing was pos- 
sible. ‘The discrepancy in the testimony does not affect 
the main fact presented. 

These proceedings, and other developements had on 
the trial of a person named Buzzell, charged as a princi- 
palin the burning of the convent, &ce. no doubt, had a 
material effect on the minds of the people who attended 
the court, if not also upon the jury. From a slight read- 
ing of the testimony, we do not think that the case was 
satisfactorily made out against him—but it would appear 
manifest that the persons who chiefly testified against 
him were not believed—on their oaths! And when the 
verdict of ‘*not guilty” was prouounced—a rare occur- 
rence took place in the presence of a court of Massachu- 
setts—(as rare, perhaps, as even the outrage itself)—the 
people received it with tun.ultuous marks of approba- 
tion'—to which every thinking man must stand decided- 
ly opposed, and in all cases. It was an cbullition of po- 
pular feeling, which had been highly excited by the ecir- 
cumstances of the trial. See a brief summary of the 
opinion of the court, and the proceedings had after the 
acyuiltal, in a subsequent page. 

There is much matter for serious reflection in the 
things referred to—from the attack on the convent to 
the discharge of Buzzell, and especially when consider- 
ed with regard to other things that have several times 
happened on the rail roads near Baltimore, attended 
even by murder, which have been passed over—so far, 
unpunished. And in these it has been a cause of so- 
lemn regret, (for the consequences are fearful), when 
the clergymun, and not the magistrate, is called upon to 
preserve the public peace! This fact is fruitful of reflec- 
tion. It is the law of the land that should have com- 
mand on all such occasions—and the necessity of obedi- 
ence to it should be taught, (‘‘peaceably if it may, 
violently if it must’’), whether in Massachusetts or 
Maryland. ‘‘Blessed are the peace-makers’’—but in all 
matters subject to the civil law, let the constable appear 
with his staff, not the dishop with his crook! The first 
is the emblem, and should be the support, of LiBERTY 
and Law—the latter represents-only a particular sect, 
respected in its proper place and rightful operation, as 
every religious sect should be—but is without the range 
of its duty, in our opinion, and presents itself in an un- 
pleasant character, whenever interposing in cases like 
this—and the success that has attended such interposi- 
tions has a strong tendency to give much weight to the 
declaration made by the superior of the convent, as to 
the power that is held over a certain class of the people. 
These are mere hints, respectfully submitted to the real 
friends of civil and religious liberty, of every denomina- 
tion—we hope that they will be seriously considered, 
and a future course of proceedings be followed, that 
will lead all into civil and religious charity and peace. 
There is a bad spirit growing up amongst us—which 
every good man should discourage. 


ee 


We have not received an official copy of the proceed- 
ings of the late internal improvement convention held in 
Baltimore—from which some extracts will be made for 
public information and record. 

A writer in the **Alexandria Gazette” highly compli- 
ments the people of this city on the kind courtesies and 
good dispositions manifested by them, on this occasion, 
and especially as to the leading subject which occu- 
pied the attention of that congregation of individual ta- 
lent and public worth. The compliment was fairly de- 
served—so far as the good will or wishes of nine-tenths 
of those really interested in the property or prosperity 
of Baltimore are concerned: but and although in the se- 
lection of delegates to this convention, much care was ex- 
ercised to avoid preferences for political opinions, except 
to hold an **even beam”—it has been discovered that the 
whole project was of political concoction—seeing that 
about sixteen gentlemen voted against an hundred and 





“*Buzzell also received, after his discharge, several attentions, 
As though he had been a persecuted man! 








Jifty others, on a certain question offered for considera 
tion!* More hereafter. 

A few days since a train of loaded wagons, about }? of a 
mile long, arrived at Baltimore, by the rail road. The 
rapid increase of business on this road is highly gratify- 
ing to its friends; but the expenditure being still heavy, 
the price of the stock remains very low: yet, when a suf- 
ficiency of engines, wagons, ware-houses, &c. are ob- 
tained, we may expecta better state of things. It would 
afford much relief to the money market of Baltimore, if 
the stock had even a par value. It would then pass into 
the cireulation, as money. But the great peeuniary in- 
terest that we have in this road lies nearly dormant— 
and, added to other causes, is a severe check to ‘‘forward”® 
industry. 

At a meeting of the members of the New Orleans and 
Nashville association, held on the 27th ult. the following 
resolution, complimentary to one of our most enterpris- 
ing citizens, was passed: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting be presented to 
P. E Thomas, esq. president of the Baltimore and Ohio rail 
road company, for the valuable information he has communicat- 
ed to the association, and for the promptness and zeal with 


which he has encouraged the undertaking—and that the presi- 
dent communicate to Mr. Thomas this resolution, 


This compliment was richly deserved—and here is a 
fitting opportunity to add the testimony of the Edinburg 
Review on the same subject, as we find it quoted in the 
**Baltimore Gazette,” of the 12th inst. 

‘‘In our inquiries regarding the American rail road companies, 
we have beer struck by the public spirit and candor which 
characterise the proceedings of our transatlantic countrymen. 
This is especially conspicuous when we compare the meagre 
statements put forth by the Liverpool and Manchester rail road 
directors, with the copious and satisfactory reports published by 
the Baltimore and Ohio rail road cempany. The reports now 
before us, published between the years 1828 and 1833, occupy 
upwards of a thousand octavo pages illustrated with numerous 
plans and tables. In these we find not merely the formal re- 
ports of the directors, but also the detailed reports of their 
engineers, and of the subordinate engineers in chief. We find 
also the most minute details of the various contracts, with the 
names of their contractors. These details are not merely sub- 
mitted to the stockholders themselves, but are laid before the 
public. The volumes in which they are recorded form a rich 
storehouse of knowledge for guidance in other similar enter- 
prises.”? 


The Hagerstown ‘*Torch Light” has the report of the 
trial of a certain Patrick Ryan and his wife, for the mur- 
der of John Brady, who was employed as a cook in the 
shantee of Ryan, and murdered, near the line of the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. It was not proved who 
had killed Brady—or ‘“shammered the life out of him,” 
in the eloquent language of the shanteeites—and they 
were both acquitted. 

To draw the cities of New York and Boston close to- 
gether, books have been opened for subscriptions to make 
a rail road on Long Island, to extend from Brooklyn to 
Greenport, 86 miles, thence by steamboat to Stonington, 
Con. 25 miles, thence to Boston 88 miles, by rail roads 
—whole distance 199 miles, time 114 hours. It is esti- 
mated that the Long Island rail road, constructed in the 
best manner, will cost $1,557,000. 


The intercourse between the cities of New York and 
Brooklyn, is wonderfully large—as many as 10,000 per- 
sons, with several hundreds of carriages, from coaches to 
hand-carts, passing daily, at a single ferry. Another 
ferry has been asked for, and refused by the corporation 
of New York. One of the objections urged against it 
was—that many who do business in New York reside at 
Brooklyn, to avoid the taxes, &c. to which the persons 
and property in the former are subject. The press at the 
established ferries is always great—though a steamboat 
starts at very short intervals. 

The last report concerning the state of the S. Carolina 
rail road, shews the whole cost to have been $1,336,000. 





*Mr. Tipton’s apeech in the senate on the subject. matter of 
the question involved—(that is, of the power and duty of the 
United States to appropriate money for internal improvements), 





has more than usual interest, at the present time. See page 


| 266. 
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The company is in debt nearly 300,000, and other per- 
manent disbursements must be made; still its affairs are 
in a very prosperous condition—and the business of the 
road will speedily increase. Gross receipts for the year 
$80,000. he prevalence of the cholera, in the interior, 
and of the yellow fever, at Charleston, are supposed to 
have been unfavorable to the receipts during six months of 
the year. 

The little speech of col. Crockett, in the house of re- 

resentatives, on the 11th inst. has a great deal of point 
in it—see page 267. Perhaps, it may have had a direct 
bearing on the proposition to make the village of Lafay- 
€tte, on the Wabash, a port of entry, that money may be 
constitutionally appropriated for the improvement of that 
river! We wish that one of the Maryland delegation 
had amended the motion concerning Lafayette, by add- 
ing, ‘‘and Cumberland, on the Potomac.” ‘This is not 
said in an unfriendly spirit to the improvement of the 
Wabash: on the contrary, we ardently wish that this 
proposed improvement may be promptly made, without 
a ‘‘whipping of the round the stump;” but in a se- 
rious impression, also, that Cumberland has higher clainis 
to be made ‘‘a port of entry,” than Lafayette can pre- 
tend to—being nearer ‘‘tide water navigation,” by some 
1,500 or 2,000,miles! But the Wabash is a very import- 
ant river, as another means of connecting the waters of 
the lakes with those of the Ohio; and our desire is that 
the avenues of communication, between the different 
states, may be abundantly multiplied, even at the national 
expense, as national measures, conducing to the nation’s 
peace and prosperity, AND THE PRESERVATION OF THE 
UNION, 

We have never been able to see the distinction that is 
attempted to be made between improvements that are 
above or below ports of entry; and the latter, without 
opr Fen the interior, might almost as well be locat- 
ed in the island of Otaheite, as on the waters of the Hud- 
son or Chesapeake. 


A beautiful specimen of Cumberland coal was exhibit- 
ed at the late internal improvement convention held in 
Baltimore. This coal is thought equal to any that is to 
be found elsewhere, and throws outa great deal more 
heat than bituminous coal, in general. Pretty near the 
line of the canal, and several miles east of Cumberland, 
there are large deposites of anthracite, on the south side 
of the Potomac. 

It is believed that coal from Cumberland will be de- 
livered in Washington, when the canal is finished to that 
place, at 11 or 12 cents the bushel*—the distance is about 
190 miles. 


oe 


Three locomotives, with sixty-eight freight wagons in 
their train, and laden with nine hundred and eighty bales 
of cotton, recently arrived at Charleston, by the rail 
road, at one time. 


The Princeton Whig says— 

To relieve the legislature and the people from the exciting 
subject of monopoly, which has caused so much noise for some 
time past, captain Stockton, the president of the company, now 
comes out and offers to sell the canal [the Delaware and Rari- 
tan) with all its rights, income and immunities, to the state, at 
COST. 

We hope now that the legislature will be enabled at once to 
determine which they will choose for the state, either to pur- 
chase the canal at cost, or not, and thereby permit the citizens 
of New Jersey to enjoy a quiet repose, on this all absorbing 
question. Let every one who feels an interest in the question, 
read the captain’s remarks attentively, and come to a conclu- 
sion, which is the best course to pursue in the case—to buy the 
canal at cost, or not, and thereby put the question at rest. 

Capt. 8. concludes his address to the people of New Jersey, 
as follows— 

The view [ am now to take of this subject, is one of senti- 
ment, not of money; it is one addressed to their romantie patri- 
Otism, not to the pockets of the people; pounds, shillings and 
pence can have no weight in the argument. It is very appa- 
rent that all the monopoly contained in our charter was put 
there for the purpose of securing the construction of the canal; 
now if the inducement offered by the state to individuals for 
that object is to be relinquished, then surely (in common ho- 
nesty) the expenses incurred by the offer of that protection, 
should be borne by the party wishing to get rid of the contract. 


*Thirty-two bushels are regarded as a ton. 
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I propose then that the state of New Jersey should parchase 
the canal at cost, with the interest added; return to the compa- 
nies what had already been paid to the state; and relieve the 
Camden and Amboy rail road hereafter from their obligations 
to the state; that in five years the monopoly shal) be given up, 
and the right of way restored to the state. Itis presumed that 
the splendid work she will receive at bare cost, is worth much 
more than what she will pay for it, or relinquish to the rail 
road company; besides having it in her power again to farm out 
tis right of way. 

To this end ihe state can issue certificates bearing an interest 
of six per cent. which I do not doubt will be received by the 
present owners of the canal in payment, until the state can pay 
the principal from the proceeds of the canal. This cannot fail 
to be considered as a liberal offer, and made in the spirit of pa- 
triotic compromise. If there is any thing serious in the cla- 
mor that has been raised on this subject—I cannot doubt but 
that it will be readily accepted; if however the people are in- 
clined to my vieu's in relation to the obligations and true interests 
of the state and reject the offer; we do most earnestly and re- 
spectfully ask of them, through the legislature, to pass some 
resolutions to put this confusion and uncertainty at rest, as a 
matter of justice to the great interests, both public and private, 
which have been kept in a constant state of alarm. Your 
faithful servant, R. F. STocktTon. 

It would appear that this canal has cost about 


$1,800,000 dollars—and that the people of New Jersey 
have only a small portion of the stock. Capt. S. does 
not regard the charter as a **monopoly,”’ or if so, it is “a 
monopoly of the people,” on account of the revenue de- 
rived from it by the state. ‘The Morris canal and Cam- 
den and Amboy rail road, rest upon the same principles 


| as the Delaware and Raritan canal—concerning which 


he says— 

‘IT have given my best views on the subject, and now once 
more repeat that, in my humble judgment, it is not possible to 
devise a better system of internal improvement than the one 
now in operation in New Jersey, which brings to the treasury a 
large revenue, more than enough to defray the current expenses 
of the state government, without the hazard of one cent. The 
state will have received from these companies in January, the 
sum of seventy-three thousand two hundred dollars. But I 
may be mistaken in my views—I have said that I am opposed 
to monopolies, and my course through this business shall cor- 
respond with that sentiment.”’ 


At the late show of the Hampshire, Franklin and 
Hampden Agricultural society, Massachusetts, premiums 
were awarded to the successful competitors whose atten- 
tion had been turned to the subject. The following facts 
were mentioned by the claimant for the first premium: 

**He states that in 1803 h& had 9,000 mulberry trees set on 
one acre—the rows 4 feet apart, and trees 12 to 18 inches apart 
in the rows. In 1834 had 20,000 mulberry trees set on three 
acres—the rows 6 feet apart and trees 12 to 18 inches apart in 
the rows, and also 9,000 mulberry trees set on 4 acres, the rows 
6 feet apart and trees 3 feet apart in the rows; thathe planted 
potatoes between the rows, had a good crop, and found the 


cultivation of the potatoes was advantageous to the mulberry 
trees,”? 


The person to whom the second premium was award- 
ed, stated — 

**That he has 17,443 white mulberry trees, of which 3,638 are 
set out on about 100 rods of ground, in rows 8 feet apart and 
the trees 2 feet apart in the rows, the residue set more compact 
for the purpose of topping to feed worms. He planted potatoes 
between the rows, had a great crop, and found the hoeing 
among the potatoes was beneficial to the mulberry trees. From 
the experience he has had in feeding worms, he calculates that 
half an acre set with white mulberry will produce feed for 
100,000 worms.”? 

That silk will be a great ‘‘erop,” in the eastern states, 
we have long thought would happen. The never-in-a-hur- 
ry character of the population of these states, with their 
ever-busy habits, happily fit them for this pursuit. They 
are a‘*PECULIAR PEOPLE”’—and ‘*Yankee thrilt,” so much 
spoken of, is rather the effect of steadiness in method, 
and skill in execution, supported by patient industry, 
than of hard labor, to which ignorant persons suppose 
that our eastern brethren are subjected. The idea of 
rolling a barrel of mackerel or bag of wool, to market, 
as hogsheads of tobacco were recently rolled, (and, per- 
haps, yet are), ina certain part of our country—would 
no more be entertained by a Yankee fisherman or farmer, 
than the use of a hoe, moved by man-power, in preference 
to that of a plough, worked by the power of oxen or 
horses; and he condescends to feed his own cattle, and to 
teach them to walk twice as fast as the cattle of southern 
persons generally do. Tmeis money with him, and he will 
not waste either time or money—though as liberal in the 
right uses of either asothers. The period may soon ar- 
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rive, when the spare time of the people of New England 
will produce crops of silk as valuable as is the present 
tobacco crop of the United States—though the late Mr. 
Randolph would have returned to those ‘‘good old times’”’ 
when the value of all things was measured by pounds of 
tobacco! 

The wool growers of the eastern states are organizing 
means to supply themselves with information as to the 
real state of the wool-market—complaining that they 
have suffered from speculators. We wish them com- 
plete success; but they can hardly expect that practices 
upon almost every article of merchandise will not, (more 
or less), be applied to their own. 


A Brookville, (Indiana), paper of the 29th ult. says 
that, in the three preceding weeks, more than thirty 
thousand [*‘sacks to carry corn to market in,]” alias 
live hogs, had passed through that village, for Cincinnati 
—wliich is, probably, the greatest hog-market in the 
world. And yet the people of that city are not “whole 
hog,” in the political eloquence of the day! 

The ceremony of ‘‘breaking ground” for the Sandy 
and Beaver canal, took place at New Lisbon, Ohio, on 
the Ist inst. with discharges of artillery, &c. This work 
is intended to unite the great Ohio canal, at Bolivar, 
with the Little Beaver, which empties into the Ohio 
about 42 miles below Pittsburgh, and will be another 
important communication between the east and the west, 
and to or from the Ohio and the lakes. ‘The whole line 
of the canal will be about 90 miles, with 661 feet of 
lockage—and its estimated cost is $1,292,465. A com- 
pany, incorporated by the state of Ohio, has undertaken 
the work. 

The gross receipts for tolls, water rents, &c. of the 
Ohio and Miami canals, for the year ending the 31st Oc- 
tober last, amounted to 205,302 dollars—last year 
$181,944. This shews a pleasant increase, but not so 
Jarge a one as was fairly expected. 

An answer to a letter written by a gentleman of New 
York, to his correspondent in Leeds, England, was late- 
ly received in forty-eight days from the date of the let- 
ter. The business of navigation has as much improved 
as many other things that, being more apparent, are bet- 
ter known to the public. A voyage across the Atlantic, 
in the magnificent packets from several ports in the Unit- 
ed States, has become a mere excursion—for pleasure or 
business. 

The two houses of the legislature of Virginia have set 
aside the 27th of January next, for the election of a sena- 
tor of the United States, Mr. Leigh’s present period of 
service expiring on the 3d of March. ‘The senate, with 
the consent of the house, adjourned from the 13th to the 
20th inst. 

The following resolutions have passed the North Ca- 
rolina house of commons, 69 to 57—majority 12. 

Resolved, That the legislature of a state, acting as the repre- 
sentative of the people of said state, have a right to instruct their 
senators in congress; and a just vindication of the character of 
our political institutions requires that such instructions should 
be given whenever a senator misrepresents the will of the state 
upon questions of national policy, or in times of public emer- 

ency,. 
. Risleed, That the hon. Willie P. Mangum, one of the sena- 
tors from this state, in the congress of the United States, be and 
he is hereby instructed to vote for expunging from the records 
of the senate of the United States, the resolution declaring 
‘that the president, in his late executive proceedings in relation 
to the public revenue, has assumed upon himsclf authority and 


power not conferred by the constitution and laws, but in dero- 
gation of both.’? 


We have some sketches of the debates and proceed- 
ings on these resolutions—and they are interesting. The 
resolutions are expected to pass the senate, by a majority 
not exceeding 5. Mr. .Mangum’s determination on this 
subject is yet unknown—but it is ‘‘*guessed” that he will 
not obey the instruction. 

Mr. McDuffie, at his inauguration as governor of 
South Carolina, is said to have pronounced a ‘‘magnifi- 
cent” speech. A copy of it has not yet reached us. 





We have the following article from the “National In- 
telligencer” of Tuesday last, and heartily rejoice that a 
‘*distraeting question”’ has been quieted in South Caroli- 
na. It will also have effect to reduce the prejudices, if 
not do away the bad feelings which have existed in other 
states, and on other subjects—and cause tens of thousands 
of worthy persons to unite in ‘‘common efforts for the 
common good.” 

We hear with the most heart-felt satisfaction, from the seat 
of government of this state, that a complete reconciliation has 
taken place between the two parties in the legislature, hereto- 
fore designated as the union party and state rights’ party. The 
test-oath, which has become a part of the constitution, has been 
so explained, by those who have passed it, as to divest it of the 
exceptionable character given to it by construction. The oppo- 
sition then waived their intention to resist it. The bills pro- 
posed by the majority (to enforce the test act) familiarly called 
the treason bill and the jadiciary bill, a pacification having been 
made, go of course by the board. 

On the day of this pacification, and immediately after it, came 
on the election of governor of the state. George McDorrie 
was elected, and received the unanimous vote of the union party 
as well as of the state rights party. Who is there that does not 
rejoice in this restoration of concord in one of the great families 
of our republic? For ourselves, itis a long time since we have 
heard of any thing which has given us as much pleasure. 

Mr. Calhoun was re-elected a senator of the United 
States by about four-fifths of all the votes, before these 
amicable arrangements were made; which Jatter ren- 
der it unnecessary to record various proceedings which 
we had laid aside for that purpose. 

The Georgia judge, (Hooper), who decided against 
the constitutionality of the laws of that state in reference 
to the Cherokee Indians, appears to have rendered him- 
self highly obnoxious to the state authorities. In the le- 
gislature on the 8th instant the following resolution was 
passed, and a committee appointed to carry it into effect: 

Resolved, Thata committee be forthwith appointed, for the 
pnrpose of investigating the entire judicial administration of the 
said judge Hooper, and that said committee have power to send 
for persons and papers, and, should they deem it expedient, to 
report by articles of impeachment, by address, or otherwise. 

Judge Hooper then, is arraigned for a matter of legal 
opinion, only. We think that this is the first case of the 
kind in the present generation of man. 

The legislature of Indiana at its last session, by joint 
resolution, required the governor to ascertain gn what 
terms the hon. Join Tipton would surrender to the state 
the Tippecanoe battle ground. The governor applied 
accordingly, and has reported to the legislature, that Mr. 
Tipton proffers to ‘transfer it without charge,” 

The price of flour at Baltimore, is nearly the first in- 
quiry of the people of the rich counties of Frederick and 
Washington, Maryland—wheat being the great staple 
production of both. According to the Torch Light, the 
price, at this time, is more than a dollar less, per barrel, 
than it was at the same dates in the last year—and that 
of wheat 16 cents less per bushel—notwithstanding the 
large demand for the eastern manufacturers, who afford, 
by far, the best market to the farmers of Pennsylvania, 
Maryland and Virginia. But the latter are now paying 
a pretty severe ‘‘tax” in the reduced value of their 
grain, &e, 

The following are the prices current, at Mount Car- 
mel Lilinois, of the articles named—— 

Beef and pork,2 to 3 cents per |b.; mutton and veal, 624 cents 
per quarter; venison, 25 cents per quarter; bacon 6 cents per tb.; 
wild turkies, 12 to 25 cents each; wild geese, 18 to 25 do.; 
chickens, 75 cents per dozen; quails, (partridges), 12} cents per 
dozen; butter, 10 to 12} cents; corn meal, 31 cents per buhel; 
corn, 20; cabbages, 6 cents per bushel. 

A writer at Washington severely, and justly, reproves 
the rush of clergymen to that city, to obtain appoint- 
ments as chaplains to congress. We may expect, if this 
practice is pursued much further, that political prefer- 
ences will influence their elections! Then we shall feel 
prepared to unite with any party to abolish the office— 
and such will be the result under the circumstances sug- 
gested. 

The present hostile appearance of our relations with 
France, has rendered the following articles more than 
usually interesting: 
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The National Gazette says—A general view of the com- 
merce of France with its colonies and with foreign powers, ia 
the year 1833, has just been published by the board of customs, 
from which we extract a few summary statements: 


General commerce of France in 1833. 





Value of imports in 8,676 ships, of which 3567 Francs. 
were French,........seceseccccccccccessecss 693,275,752 
Value of exports by 8,255 ships, of which 3,675 
were French, ......cccsescccces eenosere .eeee 766,316,312 
Import dutieg,...........ccceeeesese ere . 101,636,816 
Ts stg dans 5 66 atans4enoatetescecea 1,256,379 
The value of the goods in entrepot on the 3lst of 
December, 1831, was.....cccscccccseccssscee 97,254,577 
Bantered in 1833,........-sccccscccccescccccccces 440,239,127 
ens b hse hetoccccene nesccceecccoes SGuetEe 
Taken out of the entrepots,...........000eeeeees 424,533,593 
Remaining on the 31st of December, 1833,........ 112,906,111 
Transit trade. 
Raw productions, ........csecesceecccseseeseeees 60,838,032 
Manufactures,.........sccccesscscesccceseessess 47,033,023 


—of which 44,197,872 by land. 

Value of goods exported, on which a bounty was paid, is 
‘99,260 ,916F. 

Bounties paid, 18,485,634f. 

in 1832, the bounties paid amounted to 23,955,638f. 

This difference arises from the difference in the bounties paid 
on refined sugar, which in 1832 were 18,573,627f. and in 1833, 
12,517 8326. 

The value of corn exported and imported is not included in 
the above. As far as can be ascertained, 

The corn imported was 199,506,830f. exported 99.945,131f. 

The value of goods seized on importation was 1,171,360f. 


From the correspondent of the Journal of Commerce, 
under date of Washington, December 6. 

As we are about to “‘make reprisals on French property,” i. e. 
to make prizes of French ships and cargoes, I have had the cu- 
riosity to inquire how many of these same ships are exposed, un- 
der ordinary circumstances, to our cruisers, and also where they 
‘are to be found. I find that the commercial marine of France 
‘enbraces about 8,000 vessels, of the aggregate burden of 744,000 
tons, and manned by 57,000 men. Of this number, 820 vessels 
of the average burden of 250 tons are engaged in foreign trade, 
out of Europe.—).800 vessels, averaging the like number of 
250 tons, trade to different countries in Europe; and 5,380 ves- 
sels of 50 tons each are employed in the coasting trade, [petit 
cabotage.| The vessels trading out of Europe are chiefly distri- 
buted, as follows: 


To India,.......... 


TITETITITILETiTTTiTe 35 merchantmen. 
fsland of Bourbon, &c.............. 70 do. 
South seas,.......... eT ey ee 25 do. 
| Ee eee e0008 eu 65 do. 
SE int 40 006 onenesenensscacees 20 do. 
AS 00000 0c00nes 6000000 0b00eees 40 do. 
MUUTEAE Gig bacued 6600s ccbocced scecece 60 do. 
DENG ene Secbowebnccs cedten dvevcece 60 do. 
United States of America,.......... 35 do. 
Weat Indies, not belonging to France, 20 do. 
Cayenne,....... emo cesecvace secession 25 do. 
Senegal and Goree,........ ee ceceee 40 do. 
Martinique and Guadaloupe,........300 do. 
Whale fisheries,.............. 0000: 6 do. 
Circumnavigation by way of China, 6 &e. 


The French navy, with which also we are likely to make 
ourselves better acquainted, is, undoubtedly, next to that of 
England, the most formidable in the world. It was regulated 
and permanently organized, in its several branches, by the 6r- 
donance of 1823, since which time it has rapidly improved in 
every particular. The number of vessels afloat, (‘‘vaiseiuz a 
flot’’), that is, fit for sea, whether in ordinary or commission, 
in 1832, is stated as follows; siiips of the line 58, frigates 68, 
corveties 33, brigs 67, galliots, cutters, &c. 121, steamships, 
bombs, &c. 27—total 374. To this force considerable additions 
were made during the last two years. 

You will see that bath the secretaries of the treasury and of 
the navy, in their reports, contemplate the possibility of a 
speedy interruption of our peaceful relations with foreign powers. 


The following is an extract from the proceedings of 
the corporation of the city of New York: 


The special committee appointed for that purpose reported, 
that, by returns from the department of state, there appeared to 
be 127 surviving revolutionary soldiers in this city, but, on in- 
quiry, the committee find there are less than 100. The report 
concludes with resolutions recommending that $100 be present- 
ed, on the first day of January next, to every revolutionary of- 
ficer and soldier who shall prove himself entitled to drawa 
pension, provided the number do not exceed 190—that a special 
committee carry the resolutions into effect, and be authorised 
to draw the money from the comptroller,and that $10,000 be 
appropriated for the purpose of meeting the payments. The 
report was adopted 14 to 1—and Messrs. Tallmadge, Purdy and 
Smith, appointed such special committee. 
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The following notice of the late Mr. Rowan is copied 
from the “Delaware Journal.” We have spent many a 
happy hour in listening to the deceased, or asking such 
questions as would “bring him out” in conversation, which 
he often kindly indulged us in. He had many *‘eccen- 
tricities,”? especially under the influence of ‘*benevo- 
lence,” and with regard to personal notions of indepen- 
dence. Hundreds of times have we seen him wheeling 
along barrow through the streets of Wilmington, filled 
with kegs of beer of his own brewing—which he deliver- 
ed like acommon porter, that he might earn his own 
subsistence, at a season when his supplies from “Europe 
were cut-off; and, if any little excess was thus earned, 
some poor person, unable like himself to labor, was al- 
ways the better for it. Many would have relieved his 
wants—but the only way in which that could be done 
was in the purchase of his beer, and at the exact price 
that he himself fixed upon it, which was a moderate one, 

Archibald Hamilion Rowan, formerly a resident of Wilming- 
ton, died Jately at Dublin, in the 84th year of his age. Rowan, 
when driven from his own country for political causes, came to 
America, and took up lis residence. in Wilmington about the 
year 1795. He resided here about six years, and is well remem- 
bered by many of our citizens for his eccentricities, his benevo- 
lence, and his imposing personal appearance. When the peace 
of Amiens occurred, he returned to Europe, and received the 
pardon of the king. He has since resided in Ireland, and, until 
within a few years, has kept up a regniar correspondence and 
interchange of kindness with his friends in this vicinity. In his 
splendid mansion in Dublin, there was an apariment in which 
he had placed the furniture he had used while he resided in 
Wilmington; to this apartment he gave the name of Wilming- 
ton; and some of our townsmen who have visited Dublin, were 
invariably taken to this apartment, in which he was acca-tom- 
ed to say that he spent his happiest hours. His hospitality to 
his Wilmington friends was unbounded. His honse was their 
home; his purse and his time were at their service. Hamilton 
Rowan was a man of family and of large fortune. He had se- 
veral sons in the military and naval service of England—lost 


one in the peninsular war under Wellington; and one is now a 
British admiral. 
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We have laid aside several accounts of the violent pro- 
ceedings had in Lower Canada, at the late election for 
members of parliament. If they do not ‘‘go-a-head” 
they certainly do not fall short of any thing that happened 
at the recent eleetions in the United States. We do not 
know what the parties are contending for, but the great 
division seems, the native Canadians on one side and the 
Americans, English, Scotch, &c. on the other side. The 
first is called the French party, and at the polls there 
were cries of ‘*A bas les Anglais—les Irlandais—le 
conseil—le presse!” —Down with the English, the [rish, 
the council, the press! 

The present computed population of Lower Canada 
is— 





Roman Catholics 493,620 
Other denominations 132,810 
Total 626,430 


It is also computed, in the Montreal Advertiser, that, 
of the whole number, only about 180,000 speak the Eng- 
lish language, 

Such are the elements of the population of Lower Ca- 
nada. ‘The descendants from the original French settlers 
are about the same in habits and manners as they were 
an hundred years ago—and there is a sameness in their 
buildings, dress, &c. that is very remarkable. 


The Advertiser thus shews the result of the recent 
elections— 


14TH PARLIAMENT. 15TH PARLIAMENT. 


Country or origin. Numbers. Numbers. 

COmAEAS 2c cdccccvecsdecccccsescc0Ge 61 
ROO. 6nd di'évbviscees 11 9 
Been dec cddivccessocceses 2 4 
PUEEes a cecece Sostcede cosree 3 
BGtelts ids acc ove tes Euidediescctee 3 3 
German or Duteh........ osee4 4 
SOUERT vo ccccces cogsscoceccssoeh 1 
Pe donacoka teckeecteccess 1 1 

— 97 om 5 

Vf ee rr a odtcdbctts 2Q 2 

88 88 


The population of all the British North Amcrican pro- 
vinces in 1833, was as follows: 
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Lower COMMER E685 5o Koo io dec ckééewe eeeeeeee . « 626,429 1833. 1834. 
Upper Canada........ ee esccosccess See vevsees +e 2 322,005 Flour, bbls. 71,029 132,822 
Nova SCOUA. 0. eee e cece e eee eweereneeeeeeser scenes 154,400 Wheat, bushels, 154,725 193,248 
New Brunswick. ........-.00005 ° SSWO be cecedes 101,830 Corn, do. 115,626 147,766 
Cape Breton 0-05.06 ccceceesccecccnesenceces . 31,800 Grass seed, do. 2,923 12,376 
Prince Edward’s Island................ coccccccces Gale Potatoes, do. 1,190 3,456 
New loundland oo .ccccic ccccsees cesccsccccccccvecss 77,541 Beef and pork, bbis. 353 10,428 
ve os Butter and cheese, ‘bs. 291.211 507 ,374 
Total population of British North America, at the Lard and tallow, do. 18,907 200,508 
end of 1833 eeeeer ee eecceces coeccccecececces ces byd40,001 Salt, bushels, 44,039 351,212 
oe Provisions, Ibs. 1,437,145 4,017,362 
By the schooner Anna, Russell, at this port on Satur- pd 4 a a oor Were 
day from Nassau, the editors of the some American Tobacco, da. 384,590 8,667,412 
have reeeived files of the Bahama Argus to the 3d inst. Whiskey, gallons, 283,859 646,460 
The house of assembly met on the 27th ult. The ‘‘ap- ees —_ ih fa oe 
wrentice” system appears to work better in this than in imber, eel, ; 281 
oer of the British West India Islands. The governor in Sawed lumber, do. 2,566,782 4,403,443 


his address to the assembly says: 

“The accounts which I continue to receive from the out 
islands, are not unsatisfactory, and [ have a daily increasing 
confidence that, with the blessing of Divine Providence, the abo- 
lition of slavery will be attended with the highest colonial pros- 

erity.’ 
, There are additional accounts from Jamaica which 
shew fresh causes of excitement. There is a talk about 
importing a large body of Germans to counteract the pro- 
ceedings of the ‘‘apprentices.” It is thought that they 
would enjoy good health on the coffee estates. The pro- 
ducts of the soil are represented as being wretched] 
wasted, for the reason that the negroes will not fall 
more than the stipulated time, even if offered liberal pay 
for it—and that that time, at certain seasons, is insuffi- 
cient to perform the labor required. This might, per- 
haps, be partially remedied by the use of two sets of 
hands—but the apprentices prescribe the particular hours 
in which they will labor, when willing to render the time 
stipulated, 

In Barhadoes, the apprentice system seems to work 
pretty well. The island is a small one, and so populous, 
that there is not room for many idlers. 


-—_—_ 


Savings banks, (proper), are among the happy inven- 
tions of modern times. ‘They have a close kindred to 
Sunday schools, for the benefit of the industrious poor. 
The following statement, on these accounts, is interest- 
ing: 

The number of savings banks in England, Wales and Ireland, 
on the 20th November, 1833, the date of the last return, was 
484; of which number 76 were established in Ireland. The 
total amount deposites at that period was £15,715,111, and the 
number of individual depositors 467,191, the number of accounts 
of friendly societies 4,598, and of charitable societies 3,366. 
ireland contributes £1,380.715 of this sum, and the depositors 
number 49,170, exclusive of the accounts of 210 friendly socie- 
ties and 492 charitable societies. It is gratifying to find that 
the amounts received and the number of contributors in both 
kingdoms exhibit a considerable increase since November, 1831; 
the only exception being in the number of friendly societies in 
Ireland, in which there is a decrease of 24 since that period. 
The total increase in the amount deposited since 1831, is 
£ 1,403,464, of this increase £334,893 belongs to [reland. The 
total increase in the number of contributors and accounts is 
45,755, of which number 11,397 are Irish contributors. 

The savings banks of the United States have been 
equally beneficial, and the aggregate of their business is a 
very large one—but savings institutions have not amount- 

edto much. These have the same appearances, but the 
practice of the latter much differs from that of the form- 
er. The design of the first is the benefit of the poor— 
of the last, in some cases, to benefit of the managers of 
them, judging of things according to their results. We 
have not heard of one of the former in which one cent 
was lost to depositors, in the sum confided; in the latter, 
of many. 


A correspondent of ‘*Poulson’s Daily Advertiser,” at 
Philadelphia, speaking of the Pennsylvania canals says— 

The report of the canal commissioners has just made its ap- 
pearance. To those who have been what is called ‘‘crazy upon 
internal improvements,” this document will prove interesting. 
The facts thus disclosed will be found to exceed already the 
most extravagant calculations that were previously made—and 
the data that is thus furnished for future calculations, will per- 
haps open the eyes of those who have been stubbornly blind to 
the prospects of our city. To aid the investigation, however, 


I have made a few extracts from the report of 1833, which 
shows the progressive increase—and which, as the entire line 
to Pittsburgh is complete, will prove that next year we may 


This, it will be recollected, embraces only a part of the de- 
scending produce—sufficient, however, to show the increase of 
business that may be expected, and the necessity of an estab- 
lishment of a line of tow boats to aid in the transportation to a 
foreign market. 


We are of those who have been the warmest friends of 
the efforts of Pennsylvania to accomplish works of in- 
ternal improvement, though sometimes thinking that the 
time for beginning some of them had not yet arrived, and 
certain of these, perhaps, will be unprofitable, if not even 
superceded by others more happily located. But if so— 
a great good has been rendered to the commonwealth; 
and it may be that a spirit of concession or compromise 
was absolutely necessary to carry out a general system. 


— 


Cases of small pox have recently appeared in several 
parts of the United States, oftentimes proving fatal. 
The means of guarding against this disease are so acces- 
sible to all, that we are astonished at the neglect of them, 
But some must be as if ‘‘brayed in a mortar” before 
they will feel. 


The expenses of the Italian opera house, at London, 
for 1834, will amount to £42,510 or 210,000 dollars!— 
the subscriptions and receipts to about 205,000. The 
rent of the house is £11,000—pay of the singers 10,000, 
of the dancers 8,000, of the orchestra 7,200, &e. 

The manager of the Italian opera, of New York, has 
thought it expedient to submit to the publie an account 
of the receipts and expenditures of the establishment 
during his administration, authenticated by the necessa- 
ry vouchers. This account exhibits the condition of the 
compauy, so far as relates to its pecuniary concerns, as 
lamentable indeed. The total expenses for 8 months, 
amounted to $81,054 98—the receipts to $51,780 89; de- 
ficit $29,274 O09. 

*‘And holy men give scripture for the deed!” A Lone 
don paper says— 

On Sunday an aged minister within five miles of Romford, 
proceeded at the close of the service to explain to his cougre- 
gation the cause of the fire at the houses of parliament. It was, 
he said, because the bills introduced for the better obzervance 
of the Sabbath were all rejected. In proof of this, he quoted 
the following from the 17th chapter of Jeremiah, verse 27:— 
‘**But if ye will not hearken unto me, to hallow the Sabbath day, 
and not to bear a burden, even entering in at the gates of Jeru- 
salem on the Sabbath day, then will I kindle a fire in the gates 


thereof, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and it 
shall not be quenched.”’ 


A newspaper passed through the New York post of- 
fice, a few days ago, with the following address: 
‘**His Most Gracious Majesty 
The Kmg of Great Britain, 
Windsor Castle. 
In Canada 150,000 of your Majesty’s subjects, of Bri- 
tish blood, groan under oppression of a French faction.” 


EXTINCTION OF THE NATIONAL DEBT. The treasury report 
which we publish to-day, announces the important fact that 
the national debt of the U. States, which at one time amounted 
to more than $127,000,000, will be totally extinguished on the 
Ist of next month. This fact is not only gratifying in itself, but 
affords a practical illustration of the immense resources of the 
country. For itis to be observed that these 2127,000,000 have 
been paid off, in the course of 19 years, by the regular opera- 
tion of our financial and revenue system, without the imposi- 
tion of direct taxes, (except for a very short period), or any 
other burthen which has been seriously felt as such by any 





look for a much more extended increase. 


portion of the people. We hope, however, that the circum- 
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stance of being out of debt, will not be made an argument for 
the creation of a new one, by means of war. If we cannot rest 
easy while out of debt, we may involve ourselves to any desir- 
ed extent, by embarking in great national works of internal im- 
provement, such as a rail road from Portland to New Orleans, 
or tunneling the Alleghanies, or by buying off 2,000,000 claves 
from their owners. The progress and decline of the national debt 
since 1791, may be seen by the following statement of its amount 
at the beginning of each year from that time to the present: 


Year, Amount. 
First of January, 1791 It was $75,463,476 52 
os 1792 77,227,924 66 
“ 1793 80,352,634 04 
“ 1794 78,427,404 77 
“ 1795 80,747,587 39 
“6 1796 83,762,172 07 
we 1797 82,064,479 33 
“ 1798 79,228,529 12 
” 1799 78,408,669 77 
os 1800 82,976,294 35 
va 1801 83,038,050 80 
5 1802 80,712,632 25 
os 1803 77,054,686 30 
96 1804 86,427,120 88 
4 1805 #2 312,150 50 
" 1806 75,723,270 66 
= 1807 69,218,398 64 
ad 1808 65,196,317 97 
or 1809 57,023,192 09 
- 1810 53,173,217 52 
- 1811 48,005,587 76 
ye 1812 45,209,737 90 
- 1813 55,962,827 57 
“ 1814 81,487,846 24 
“ 1815 99,833,660 15 
1816 127,334,933 74 
« 1817 123,491,965 16 
ae 1818 103,466,633 83 
os 1819 95,529,648 28 
os 1820 91,025,500 15 
os 1821 89,987,427 66 
” 1822 93,546,676 938 
“ 1823 90,875,877 22 
“ 1824 90,269,777 77 
66 1825 83,788,432 71 
” 1826 81,054,059 99 
“ 1827 73,987,357 29 
“ 1828 67,475,043 87 
os 1829 58,421,413 67 
“ 1830 48,580,534 22 
5 1831 39,082,461 88 
“ 1832 24,282,879 24 
“ 1833 7,001,698 83 
= 1834 4,722,260 29 
ated 1835 0,000,000 00 
Only nine years ago, our national debt was $81,000,000. In 
1816 the interest alone amounted to $7,157,500 42. In 1826, to 


almost $4,000,000. Since the beginning of that year, we have 
paid off, including interest, very nearly a HUNDRED MILLIONS 
OF DOLLARS, Over and above our current expenses, almost with- 
out feeling it. [N. ¥. Journal of Commerce. 
A national debt is not, necessarily, a national blessing 
mor a national curse. Money, well laid out, is a national 
blessing, though obtained on the credit of the nation; but 
the absence of a national debt may be evidence of public 
adversity, or lead to national profligality. The prospe- 
rity or adversity of what are called the ‘‘national finan- 
ces,” have only a circumstantial bearing on the people’s 
sperity or adversity. We prefer a fat people, and a 
n treasury, rather than a full treasury and an impo- 
verished people. To be out of debt may as well shew 
the miser, as to be in debt shews the prodigal. The 
greatest public good, as to the first or the last, is the only 
measure of the rightfulness in either case. 
ELECTIONS. 

Tt is ascertained, by the election of speakers and clerks, that 
the whigs have a majority in both branches of the legislature of 
Ohio. It was said that the senate was equally divided; but Mr. 
Hitchcock (whig) had 19 votes, against 17 given to Mr. Disney. 
The whig candidate for the clerkship of the senate was clected, 
by the same vote. It is said that certain instructions given to 
the U.S. senator from this state, last year, will be reversed. 

Mr. John M. Creed, the whig candidate for speaker of the 
house, received 40 votes, against him 30; but the ‘‘Pennsyiva- 
nian’? of the 18th says he is ‘‘a friend of Mr. Van Buren, elect- 
ed speaker of the house, on the third ballot, receiving every 
democratic vote on the second and third ballotings.”” This is a 
mistake! 

The following ballot for speaker, in the house of representa- 
tives of Indiana, is a very remarkable one. It is not said 
how far politics were concerned in it— 


Ist 2Qd 3d 4th 5th 6th 
James Gregory, 38 38 38 38 38 39 
Samuel Bigger, 37 38 38 36 34 35 
Scattering, 1 0 0 2 4 2 





tte 
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So, at the 6th ballot, Mr. Gregory was elected. 

Of the 4,404 votes given at Boston, on the late election of 
mayor, Mr. Lyman received 4,261. The aldermen were gene- 
rally elected by almost as large a majority as he obtained. 

Mr. Hoar, whig, has been elected to congress from the 4th 
district of Massachusetts, against two other candidates. In the 
10th district there is, again, ‘‘no choice.”’ 


——® @ Oe — 
FOREIGN NEWS. 

London papers have been received to the 15th November in- 
elusive. The British ministry had been dissolved. This great 
and unexpected change had been produced by the death of ear! 
Spencer, by which event lord Althrop, who succeeds to the 
peerage, vacates his seat in the commons, of which he was the 
leader. Being thus deprived of the services of lord Althrop, it 
is said that lord Meiburne repaired to the king and tendered his 
resignation as first lord of the treasury, which was accepted. 
The king, it appears, expressed no dissatisfaction with the mi- 
nistry, but considered it dissolved by the removal of lord Althrop 
from the house of commons to the lords. Various speculations 
are afloat as to the formation of a new ministry, but nothing 
definitive had been fixed upon. 

The new French ministry had been organized, at the head of 
which is the duke of Bassano, who is minister of the interior 
and the president of the council—general baron Bernard is mi- 
nister of war. The chambers were convoked for the Ist Decem- 
ber, instead of the 29th, to which they stood adjourned. It is 
understood that this early call of the chambers has been in 
part, if not entirely, produced by our minister, Mr. Livingston, 
with a view of an early consideration of the American indemni- 
ty. 

In Spain a change of ministry is about to take place, in con- 
sequence of the excitement produced by the defeat and captnre 
of general O’Doyle, commander of the queen’s forces near Sal- 
vatierra. The loss is said to be about 200. The queen had ap- 
proved of the exclusion of Don Carlos and his family from 
the throne, and from Spain. Gen. Mina has taken the chief 
command of the queen’s army, on which occasion he issued a 
proclamation, offering pardon and oblivion for the past to all 
who submit, and extermination to those who remain contuma- 
cious. 

=O © Otro 


FREE NEGRO LABOR. 

According toa caleulation which is considered to be cor- 
rectly made, the island of Jamaica exported in 1823, with 
342,382 slaves, 1,417,758 quintals of sugar, which was a year of 
great fertility in the West Indies: and Puerto Rico, with 45,000 
slaves, at the highest calculation, produced 414,663 gquintals; 
therefore Jamaica, with a number of slaves, nearly nine times 
greater, vielded only 34 times more sugar, which clearly shows 
that free labor in Puerto Rico contributes largely to produce 
even sugar. Tothe number of free laborers only can this dif- 
ference be attributed, for it must be acknowledged that althongh 
the soil of Jamaica is not so fertile as that of Puerto Rico, yet 
the cultivation of the cane is better understood. In the same 
year, the three British islands of Barbadoes, St. Vincent’s and 
Grenada, which, with the exception of Jamaica, produce most 
sugar ofall the British Antilles, with the labor of 128,000 slaves, 
yielded 784,567 quintals of sugar; that is to say, that with more 
than three times the number of slaves, they produce less than 
double the quantity of sugar raised in one year in Pucrto Rico. 
The same year, the whole of the British West India colonies, 
with 627,000 slaves, yielded only 3,005,366 quintals of sugar; 
which proves that with 15} times more slaves, they only pro- 
duced 7} times more sugar than Puerto Rico. In 1821, 428,962 
quintals of sugar, 20,758 quintals, 96 Ibs. of coffee, and 1,320 
quintals of cotton were produced in the island of Guadaloupe, 
by the labor of 87,998 slaves; while Puerto Rico, with about 
half the number of slaves, moderately worked, and humanely 
treated, produced, besides the quantity of sugar already stated, 
25,000 quintals of coffee, 34,163 quintals of tobacco, and 9,166 
quintals of cotton, together with cattle, pepper, rice, and many 
minor productions. This simple enumeration of facts is suffi- 
cient to establish the advantages arising from, and the extent of, 
free labor in Puerto Rico. [Flinter’s account of Puerto Rico. 


8 B Otenre— 


THE STATUES OF PEACE AND WAR. 
From the National Intelligencer. 

About five years ago, M. Persico, the Praxiteles of America, 
was commissioned by the United States to execute two figures 
in marble, emblematical of peace and war. This he has per- 
formed in the most satisfactory manner: the two figures are 
now placed in the rotunda of the capitol; and are certainly the 
finest specimens of sculpture ever exhibited in the U. States. 

Peace is represented az a female of gigantic size, holding in 
her left hand a branch of the olive, bearing fruit, and extending 
it towards war: her other hand gracefully pointing to her 
breast, shewing her feeling and sympathy for mankind. Her 
countenance is the sweetest and noblest that can well be 
imagined—independence in her forehead, intelligence in her 
eye, and firmness in her lips: her form is gracetully resting on 
her left foot; her right knee being a little contracted; and the 
whole figure is supposed to be covered with fine transparent 
drapery, executed with surprising skill, and exquisite taste. 
All the proportions of the figure are perfect; and equal in grace 
and beauty to the celebrated Grecian Venus or Ceres: this, 
however, is the more interesting, being an original composition. 
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Waris alsoa gigantic ficure, represented as resting on his 
shield, with his head a little inclined, and listening to PEACE} 
one hand on his sword, the other leaning on his shield; his right 
jeg is straights his left a little contracted: he stands at ease: and 
he is dressed in the ancient Roman garb; his toga thrown over 
hia shoulders, with a tunic or kirtle extending to his knees, the 
border of which, and his belt, are highly ornamented with the 
symbols ef the victims offered to him in sacrifice. His coun- 
tenance is sedate and firm, without rage or fury; his nose is 
rather Roman than Grecian; his head is well placed; his neck, 
breast, shoulders and trunk bespeaking great strength; and his 
thighs, legs and feet well proportioned to his body. His shape 
and attitude shew great strength and activity. 

This also is an original composition, and is nothing like Mars, 
the Avenger, (an elderly man resting on his spear), but, like 

veace, is adapted to represent the ideas of the people of the 

nited States on peace and war: in peace to be prepared for 
war—in war, to listen to the overtures of peace; and not, like 
the Greeks and Romans, to carry on exterminating wars for 
conquest. Our wars are in defence of our rights, and purely 
defensive; and, when the cause of war is removed, it then 
ceases: and such is justly represented in the countenance of 
the statue—listening to the terms of peace—nothing of the coun- 
tenance of the ancient Mars, fury, cruelty, cunning and re- 
venge: theirs was the Heathen, ours the Christian Mars. 

The United States owe most of the embellishinents of the 
copitol to the ingenious Italians who have visited this country 
—men as remarkable for their virtues as their talents—most of 
whom are now no more, but their memories are still cherished 
hy all who knew them—amongst whom were Andre, the two 
Franzonis, Bonani, Marriana, Jaradella, Valaperti, Causici, &c. 

Would it not be well for the United States to aid young men 
of genius in obtaining a knowledge of the fine art of sculpture 
in Italy, that they may be able to hand down to posterity the 
figures of those worthies to whom the nation owes so much, 
and to ornament and adorn our public buildings and grounds 
with statues? On this subject there certainly can be no dif- 
ference of opinion, for the subject is the honor of the nation. 

Great praise is due to the highly talented Persico, for having 
represented war in this new attitude of listening to peace, so 
justly characteristic of the councils of the United States on this 


jJast appeal of nations. E. 
HD Steere 
TWENTY-THIRD CONGRESS—SECOND SESSION. 
SENATE. 


December 15. Mesers. Calhoun, Porter, Black and Linn ap- 
peared and took their seats. 

Mr. James Buchanan elected a senator from Pennsylvania in 
the place of Mr, Wilkins, resigned, appeared, was qualified and 
took his seat. 

Mr. Benton presented a certificate of the credentials of Mr. 
Linn, re-elected senator from the state of Missouri. 

The following message was received from the president of 
the United States: 

To the senate of the United States: 

The joint resolutions of congress, unanimously expressing 
their sensibility on the intelligence of the death of general La- 
fayette, were communicated, in compliance with their will, to 
George Washingion Lafayette, and the other members of the 
family of that iilustrions man. By their request, [ now present 
the heartfelt acknowledgments of the surviving descendants 
of our beloved friend, for that highly valued proof of the sym- 
pathy of the United States. ANDREW JACKSON, 

Washington, Dec. 10, 1834. 

Washington, June 27, 1834. 
To George Washington Lafayette, and the other members of the 
family of the late general Lafayette. 

In compliance with the will of congress, [ transmit to you 
the joint resolutions of the two houses, unanimously express - 
ing the sensibility with which they received the intelligence of 
the death of “general Lafayette, the friend of the United States, 
the friend of Washington, and the friend of liberty:’? and I also 
asettre you of the condolence of this whole nation in the irre- 
parable hereavement which by that event you have sustained. 

In complying with the request of congress, I cannot omit the 
occasion of offering you my own condolence in the great loss 
vou have sustained, and of expressing my adimiration of the 
eminent virtues of the distinguished patriot, Whom it has pleas- 
ed Providence to remove to his high reward. 

[ also pray you to be persuaded that your individual welfare 
and prosperity will always be with me objects of that solici- 
tude, which the illustrious services of the great friend and bene- 
factor of my country are caleulated to awaken. 

ANDREW JACKSON, president of the U. States. 


La Grange, 2ist of October, 1834. 

Sir: The resolution of congress, communicated to me by 
your honored favor of the 27th of June, that glorious testimony 
of American national affection for my beloved and venerated 
father, has been received hy his family with the deepest sense 
pe 9 most respectful, and, give me leave to say, filial grati- 
tude. 

And now, sir, that we experience the benefits of such a high 
and soothing sympathy, we find ourselves called to the honor of 
addressing to the people and congress of the United States our 
heartfelt and dutiful thanks. Sir, you were the friend of my 
father, and the kind letter, which accompanied the precious 
hiessage, seems to be for us a sufficient authorisation to our 





A. 


claiming once more your honorable assistance, for the accom- 
plishment of a duty dear to our hearts. 

We most fervently wish that the homage of our everlasting 
devotion to a nation, whose tears bave deigned to mingle with 
ours, should be offered to both houses of congress. Transmit- 
ted by you, sir, that homage shall be rendered acceptable; and 
we earnestly pray you sir, to present itin ourname. Our grati- 
tude shall be forever adequate to the obligation. 

The resolution which so powerfully honors my father’s me- 
mory, shall be deposited as a most sacred family property in 
that room of mourning, where once his son and grandsons used 
to receive with avidity, from him, lessons of patriotism and ac- 
tive love of liberty: there the daily contemplation of it will 
more and more impress their minds with that encouraging con- 
viction, that the affection and esteem of a free nation is the 
most desirable reward that can be obtained upon earth. With 
the utmost respect, sir, ] have the honor to be, your devoted 
and obedient servant, 

(Signed) GEORGE W. LAFAYETTE. 

Mr. Southard introduced the following bills which were seve- 
rally twice read and referred to the committee on naval affairs: 

A bill to provide for the enlistment of boys for the naval ser- 
vice; . 

A bill to change the titles of certain officers of the navy; 

A bill to regulate vessels impelled in the whole or in part by 
steam; and 

A bill for the relief of the commanding officers in the navy 
of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. Poinderter sundry depositions taken by 
the committee on the public lands, since the last session, were 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Kane introdued a bill to establish the territorial govern- 
ment of Wisconsin—read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Ewing, on previous leave, introduced a bill for improv- 
ing the harbor at the mouth of the river Raisin—twice read and 
referred. 

Mr. Benton introduced a joint resolution providing for the 
amendment of the constitution in reference to the election of 
president and vice president—referred. 

The following bills were severally introduced, twice read and 
referred: 

By Mr. Benton, a bill to grant a township of land for the en- 
dowment of a university, in the state of Missouri; also a bill to 
graduate the price of retuse lands; 

By Mr. Tyler, a bill to remit the duties on locomotive steam 
engines; 

By Mr. Moore, a bill granting to the state of Alabama a cer- 
tain quantity of land, for the purposes of education; also a bill 
authorising the relinquishment of certain lands, granted for the 
use of schools, and the entry of other lands in lieu thereof. 

Mr. Moore submitted a resolution which was adopted calling 
for a statement of the amount of per centum of the proceeds of 
the sales of public lands lying within the state of Alabama, &c. 

Mr. Clay introduced a bill to distribute the proceeds of the 
sales of the public lands for a limited period, and for other pur- 
poses—read and ordered to a second reading. 

The chair communicated from the treasury department, a sup- 
plementary report on the finances; a report on the compensa- 
tion of the officers of the customs; and also a report from the 
war department on the improvement of the river Raisin—all 
which were appropriately referred. 

The chair also communicated a report from the commission- 
er of the general land office, made in compliance with a resolu- 
tion of the senate, of the 4th instant, relative to sales of public 
lands, at two land offices in Mississippi. 

Mr. Poindexter made a few remarks on the singularity of the 
fact that this report contained matter which was not called for 
by the resolution to which it was a response, and which might 
be truly called extra official. He also expressed surprise that a 
resolution sent from the senate on the 4th, should not have 
reached the land office before the 8th. Either the secretary 
must have been very remiss in sending the resolution to the 
land office, or the commissioner must have been absent from 
his office on some very pressing business, which stood between 
him and the execution of his duties. He was unwilling to be- 
lieve that the secretary had caused the delay of four days in 
sending this resolution to a department which was within sight 
of the capitol, and he hoped, as he intended to bring the subject 
before the senate, that the secretary would explain the cause of 
the delay. 

After an inaudible remark from the chair, the report was or- 
dered to be printed. 

The resolution from the other house relative to honors to the 
memory of general Lafayette, was taken up, concurred in and 
a committee of five members ordered to be appointed by the 
chair. 

On motion of Mr. Poindexter, the senate then proceeded to 
the conzideration of executive business, and after the doors 
were reopened, the senate adjourned. 

December 16. On motion of Mr. Clayton, enquiry was insti- 
tuted into the expediency of providing, by law for the payment 
ofa salary to the marshal of the Delaware district. 

Mr. Porter introduced a bill providing for the settlement and 
final adjudication of claims to lands, &c.—twice read and re- 
ferred. 

Mr. Benton communicated from the secretary of the treasury 
an account of the imports and exports of specie for the last 
year—read and ordered to be printed. 














NILES’ REGISTER—DEC. 20, 1884—CONGRESS. 








On motion of Mr. Tipton, the resolution submitted by him 
directing an inquiry into the expediency of making an appro- 
priation to improve the navigation of the river Wabash, was 
taken up for consideration. 


Mr. Tipton said the resolution before the senate was to re- 
new an effort to obtain an appropriation to improve the naviga- 
tion of the Wabash. Bills had passed both branches of con- 
gress at different sessions, appropriating money to improve that 
river, but to these bills the presideut of the United States had 
refused his sanction, under a mistaken idea. He had no doubts 
of the claims of that river, and the facts of the case. He differ- 
ed with the president in opinion, in relation to the power to ap- 
propriate money to improve the navigation of our rivers. He 
does not feel authorised to sanction appropriations to improve 
rivers, unless it be such as lead to ports of entry, established 
by law. Mr. T. was confident that the power exists to appro- 
priate money to improve our rivers, in any portion of the Unit- 
ed States, where the business of the country and the capacity 
of the rivers required improvement. He, Mr. TIT’. had no fears 
of intrusting all the money in the treasury to the discretion of 
the appropriating power. 

The president, said Mr. Tipton, in his message returning the 
bill to the senate, has signified, that, ifa port of entry was es- 
tablished on the Wabash, it would bring an appropriation to 
improve that river within the rule that he has laid down for the 
government of his own action in such cases. Mr. 'T’. differed 
from the president on this subject. He was unable to perceive 
either the wisCom or the justice of this rule; but had determin- 
ed to conform to it, so far as to ask the senate to pass bills es- 
tablishing a port of entry at Lafayette, and of appropriating mo- 
ney to improve the river, and hoped that the justice of his ap- 
plication would receive the sanction of the senate. 

The rivers of the United States were the common property 
of ali—every body could navigate them without let or hin- 
drance, and that the joint funds of the nation should improve 
them, could not, in his judgment, be denied. This principle 
had been acted upon from the adoption of the government. 


Mr. T. then shewed the importance of the improvement of 
the navigation of the Wabash to complete a continuous chain 
of water communication from the state of New York to New 
Orleans. 

He then enumerated the names of twenty seven rivers for the 
improvement of whose navigation the president had approved 
of appropriations in 1832 and 1834, and remarked: 

The statement shews that millions on millions are applied to 
improving rivers and small streams east of the mountains. If 
but 10, 20, or 50 miles long, you call them rivers, and we im- 
gens them. He mentioned this not in a spirit of complaint, 

ut only to show the contrast. We have our 500 miles of Wa- 
bash, 1,000 miles of Ohio, and 2,000 miles of Mississippi. All 
these rivers had been improved except the Wabash, while bills 
for that river are vetoed or withheld. He did not think this ne- 
cessary, proper or just; and do those in power, said Mr. T. 
think that my constituents will remain silent under such cir- 
cumstances. He had been recently taught that a system is 

racticed to keep men silent that are inclined to speak out. 

or addressing his constituents last summer, and advising the 
people to correct these wrongs, he had been denounced by the 
Globe in an abusive article three or four columns long—he had 
been denounced for daring to address his constituents; but he 
did not feel injured by the attack of the “‘Globe.”’ It’s writers 
must first establish a character among the people of Indiana 
for veracity and truth, before they need expect their words to 
be taken against one whom they have known long and well. 
The writer in the “Globe”? had mistaken his man: neither the 

ress, nor any other power that can be brought to bear upon 
him could intimidate or keep him silent while the interest of 
Indiana was at stake. 


The subject of improving our rivers could not rest here. 
The people before they cast their votes for a successor to the 
present chief magistrate, should ascertain whether he is for or 
against internal improvement—that was too broad a term—they 
should ascertain whether candidates were in favor of improving 
our rivers: no one holding opposite doctrines need expect one- 
fourth the votes in the valley of the Mississippi. 


Mr. Webster asked for the reading of the resolution; which 
having been read, he said he had asked for its reading, because 
he had not anderstood whether the subject matter under con- 
sideration was, as it appeared to be, simply an appropriation to 
improve the navigation of the river Wabash, or whether it was 
the other resolution submitted by the gentleman from Indiana, 
(Mr. Tipton), instructing the committee on commerce to in- 
quire into the expediency of establishing a port of entry on that 
river. The other resolution was for the purpose of doing away, 
as he understood, the constitutional objections to an appropri- 
ation for the improvement contemplated. If the last named re- 
solution had been called up, he was prepared to say something 
upon it. Whether it be constitutional for congress to make an 
improvement on a particular river, or whether, in order to make 
that improvement constitutional, a port of entry must first be 
established on the river, was a subject on which he should take 
the liberty to express an opinion. He had no more doubt of the 
right of congress to improve the navigation of the Wabash than 
to appropriate money for the Delaware breakwater, to improve 
Boston harbor, erect fortifications, &e. When the other reao- 
lution came up he should give his views fully. 

The resolution was then adopted without a division. 





amend 
———. 


The rev. Mr. Hatch was, on the second baliot, elected chap- 
lain. 

The resolution of Mr. Benton, amendatory of the constity. 
tion, was made the order of the day for Monday next. 

Mr. Clay’s land bill was made the order of the day for Tues- 
day week. ‘The senate then adjourned. 


December 17. A very large number of bills and joint resoly- 
tions were respectively takcn up and severally twice read and 
appropriately referred. 

Mr. Southard introduced a bill making appropriations to com- 
plete certain improvements in Florida—twice read and referred, 

On motion of Mr. Webster the senate proceeded to the order 
of the day, being the bill to satisfy French spoliations prior to 
1800; and the bill having been read— 

Mr. Webster rose and addressed the senate in explanation of 
the grounds of the claims; and having concluded bis remarks 
and no amendment being proposed, the bill was reported to the 
senate, when some further discussion took place, in which 
Messrs. Tyler and Benton opposed the bill, which was defend- 
ed by Messrs. Preston and Shepley. 

On motion of Mr. Webster the senate then adjourned. 


Dec. 18. Mr. Southard reported from the naval committee, 
various bills connected with the naval service, which had been 
referred to that committee, without amendment. . 

Mr. Hendricks reported a bill providing for the improvement 
of the navigation of the Wabash river—read and referred. 

Mr. Bibb introduced a bill reducing the postage on periodical 
pamphlets, and to extend the franking privilege to the head of 
the engineer department. 

Mr. Tyler, from the committee on finance, made a volumi- 
nous report on the condition and affairs of the bank of the United 


States, which was read and ordered to be printed, The senate 
then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday, Dec. 10. [Further notice of the proceedings.] 
Mr. Pearce, of R. I. presented the petition of John N. Reynolds, 
lately returned from a voyage of exploration in the Pacific 
ocean, and on the north west coast, praying that an expedition 
may be fitted out to survey the islands and reefs in that ocean, 
and on that coast. The petition was recommended by both 
branches of the legislature of Rhode Island; and Mr. Pearce 
stated that the legislatures of several other states would join in 
the prayer of the memorial, as would the merchants and cham- 
bers of commerce in the principal cities of the union. To 
show the importanee of the objectin view, Mr. Pearce stated 
that there were now engaged inthe whale fishery 132,000 tous 
of shipping, that there were employed 10,000 seamen, and that 
the business direct and indirect, employed 170,000 tons of ship- 
ping, and more than 12,000 seamen; that more than one-tenth 
part of our whole navigation was engaged in it, and the capital 
invested was 12,000,000 dollars. He further stated that the 
annual loss of property, upon the islands and reefs not Jaid 
down upon any chart, was fully equal to the expense of the ex- 
pedition and survey requested. 

Mr. Chilton submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committeee on roads and canals be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of extending a lateral 
branch of the great national road, usually called the Cumber- 
land road, diverging therefrom at some suitable point in the 
state of Ohio, passing thence through the states of Kentucky, 
Tennessee, and Alabama, in the direction to New Orleans, in 
the state of Louisiana. 

Mr. Chilion demanded the yeas and nays on the adoption of 
the above resolution; and they were ordered. 

The question being taking, it was determined in the negative, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Chilton Allan, Wm. 
Allen, Ashley, Banks, Barnitz, Baylies, Beaty, Binney, Blair, 
Boon, Briggs, Bull, Burges, Casey, Chaney, Chilton, William 
Clark, Coulter, Crane, Crockett, A. Davis, Denny, Evans, E. 
Everett, H. Everett, Ewing, of Indiana, Fillmore, Garland, 
Hard, Hardin, James Harper, Hawes, Hazeltine, Janes, Wm. 
C. Johnson, R. M. Johnson, H. Johnson, Lane, Letcher, Love, 
Lucas, Martindale, McCarty, McKennan, McKim, Mercer, Mil- 
ligan, Miner, Robert Mitchell, D. J. Pearce, Phillips, Pope, 
Potts, Reed, Reynolds, Slade Sloane, Steele, Philemon Tho- 
mas, Tompkins, Turner, Vance, Vinton, Watmough, Elisha 
Whittlesey, Wilson, Young—69. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Adams, Anthony, Archer, Barber, Bar- 
ringer, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Brown, Burns, Bynum, Cam- 
breleng, Campbell, Carr, Chambers, China, Claiborne, 8. Clark, 
Clay, Clowney, Conner, Cramer, Day, Deberry, Dickson, Dick- 
inson, Felder, Ferris, Forrester, Foster, Fowler, P. C. Fuller, 
Wm. K. Fuller, Fulton, Galbraith, Gamble, Gholson, Gillet, 
Gilmer, Gorham, Griffin, Jos. Hall, T. H. Hall, Halsey, Joseph 
M. Harper. Harrison, Hawkins, Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, 
Inge, William Jackson, Noadiah Johnson, Cave Johnson, Ka- 
vanagh, Kilgore, King, Kinnard, Lansing, Laporte, Luke Lea, 
Thomas Lee, Loyall, Abijah Mann, Joe! K. Mann, Manning, 
Mardis, J. Y. Mason, M. Mason, May, McIntire, McKinley, Mc- 
Lene, McVean, Miller, H. Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Muhlen- 
burg, Murphy, Osgood, Parks, Parker, Patton, Patterson, Pey- 
ton, Pickens, F. Pierce, Pierson, Pinckney, Polk, Ramsay, 
Rencher, Robertson, Schley, Shinn, Smith, Speight, Standifer, 
Wm. P. Taylor, Francis Thomas, Thomson, Trumbull, Turrill, 
Tweedy, Van Houten, Wagener, Wardwell, Webster, While, 
Frederick Whittlesey, Williams, Wise—115. 
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So the resolution was rejected, — 

Mr. Crockett submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee ou roads and canals be instruct 
ed to mquire and report to this house Whether the improve- 
ment of the Havigalion of Obian, Porkdeer and Hatche rivers, 
would be a national object, and if so, What would be the pro- 
pable cost of removing the obstructions lo the head of naviga- 
tion of said rivers. 

Mr. Crockett said, he feared gentlemen did not understand 
the nature of his resolution. It was a mere inquiry whether 
those rivers were Of a national character or not. At the last 
session he asked for an appropriation to remove the obstructions 
outol those rivers; bul it was not then so exactly defined by 
the modern maker of the constitution, as well as the laws, what 
waz national and What was local; nor had this been defined 
until we got the president’s last message. From that, it ap. 
pears, said Mr. C. as if there must be a port of entry on a river 
tomake it Of a national character. However, |! cannot say 
there isa port of entry on either of those rivers: but one thing 
I will say, if the French war should go on, and the French 
were to land an army at New Orleans, and it were to become 
necessary to meet them with an army, I have no doubt the 
district of country around those tivers would be the most conve- 
nient to call upon for supplies. It is a rich fertile country, in 
general, on those rivers, and it might be considered a national 
object to improve them, although the port of entry may be 
lacking. I do hope, said Mr. C.the house will indulge the 
inquiry, and adopt the resolution. I do not wish to put the 
chief magistrate to the painful necessity of vetoing an appro- 
priation, if L should be so happy as to get one for that object. 

The question being taken, the resolution was rejected with- 
out a count. 

Mr. R. M. Johnson offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on the District of Columbia be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of abolishing impri- 
sonment for debt. 


Mr. Johnson wished, he said, to be permitted to make a few 
remarks in explanation of the object of the resolution. The 
reason why he had not embraced the whole United States in the 
proposition was, that it was found impossible to do it without 
producing great dissatisfaction in those states which were not 
willing to abolish imprisonment for debt. He would also state 
the fact, that it was found impossible to induce congress to 
abolish the capias ad sat. in the federal courts. Finding this to 
be the case, bis next object had been to provide that, in those 
states which should abolish the ca. sa. the process issuing from 
ihe federal courts should be inoperative. As long as congress 
delayed to make this provision, the states could only abolish 
imprisonment for debt sub modo. The states which had made 
the attempt had failed in it forthe reason that the state law 
could not control the process of the federal courts. 


Permit me, said Mr. Johnson, to remark that the great error 
in legislation upon the hazardous usage of imprisonment for 
debt, lies in the unwillingness of legislative bodies to abolish 
the ca, sa. totally, absolutely, and without reservation. They 
make some exception, as in case of fraud, which prevents the 
total abolition of the abuse. The gallant state which you, sir, 
(said Mr. J. addressing the chair), represent, has abolished im- 
prisonment for debt, except in case of fraud. The state to 
which | belong—I am proud to state the fact—has abolished it 
entirely and unconditionally. The law has been in operation 
for twelve years, and I will venture to assert that millions have 
been paid by debtors, under that humane system, and that it 
has been found more beneficial to creditors and less productive 
of fraudulent insolvency than the barbarous system of coercion 
formerly practised. One word as to the District of Columbia. 
This is the metropolis of the union. ‘To this place annually re- 
sort a large number of our citizens, from every part of the 
country, in pursuit of business. The operation of this system 
might, eventually, be productive of great distress here. 


wished, therefore, to have it settled, understood and placed 
upon the statute book, that there shall be no imprisonment for 
This would be a fair 
notice to all the parties concerned: both debtor and creditor. 
It would, continued Mr. J. astonish any one who has not ex- 
amined this subject to learn from the reports of the prison dis- 
cipline society, and other sources, which he had examined, 


debt within the District of Columbia. 
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president may possess respecting the burning of the building 
occupied by the treasury department, in the year 1833, | trans- 
mit herewith the papers containing the inquiry mto the cause 
of that disaster, which was directed and made soon after its oc- 
currence. 

Accompanying this inquiry, [also transmit a particular re- 
port from Mr. McLane, who was then seeretary ot the treasury, 
stating all the facts relating to the subject which were within 
the knowledge of the officers of the department, and such loss- 
es of records and papers as were ascertained to have been sus- 
tained, ANDREW JACKSON, 

On motion of Mr. Polk, the message and documents were re- 
ferred to the Committee on the public buildings, and ordered to 
be printed. 

A large number of resolutions for inquiry were offered, and 
variously dixposed of. In general, they will sufficiently appear 
in future proceedings. 

The chair presented a communication from the secretary of 
the treasury, transmitting certain correspondence with the bank 
of the United States. 

Several bills were taken up and considered. That for the re- 
lief of Isaac Hull gave rise to along debate. The principal 
item in the bill proposed to allow commodore Hull six thou- 
sand and odd dollars for the duties of navy agent at the Wash- 
ington navy yard, which he performed during three or four 
years, in addition to his proper duties as commandant of the 

ard. 

: The bill was opposed by Messrs. Parker, Vanderpoel, Pearce, 
Mann and Hardin, on the ground that it would establish a dan- 
gerous precedent—that the claim was unreasonable im that 
sum. He might have resigned his place, if too onerous on him. 
Mr. Reed warmly supported the bill, and so did Mr. Whittlesey, 
of O. He insisted that the duties were sufficiently onerous for 
both a commandant and navy agent; they had, in fact, occupied 
both; and now the office of agent had been abolished; yet its 
duties had been performed. Ought they not to be paid for? 
The brave commodore was no accountant; yet he had to dis- 
burse money to the amount of $700,000. The responsibility 
was heavy, and the claim fair. 


But Mr. Pearce’s motion to strike out the extra pay prevailed 
—78 to 62—and the bill thus amended, was agreed to be report- 
ed. 


Monday, Dec. 15. Mr. Bynum, of North Carolina, and Mr. 
Webster, of Ohio, took their seats on Thursday last. 

Mr. Pearce reported a bill to erect marine hospitals in the 
city of Baltimore and other places—twice read and committed. 

Mr. Chilton Allan reported a bill to establish the territory of 
Huron—twice read and committed. 

The joint resolution “giving the right of way through the 
property of the United States at Harper’s Ferry to the Winches- 
ter and Potomac rail road company’’—was read a third time 
and passed. 

The resolutions submitted on Thursday last relative to pre- 
emption rights and the reduction of the price of public lands 
after being offered for sale a certain number of years to 64 cents 
per acre, were severally negatived. 

On motion of Mr. Chambers,an inquiry was instituted with 
respect to the propriety of suppressing the sale of lottery tickets 
in the District of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. Denny, an inquiry was instituted as to the 
propriety of making an appropriation for building a house for 
the accommodation of the United States court at Pittsburgh. 

On motion of Mr. Hawes, inquiry was instituted as to the 
propriety of making an appropriation to remove the obstructions 
to the navigation of Green, and Big Beaver rivers, Kentucky. 

On motion of Mr. Lyon, of Michigan, inquiry was instituted 
as to the expediency of appropriating a certain quantity of land 
to aid in establishing an academyjon the island of Michili- 
machinac, for the education of Indian youth. 





He A resolution offered by Mr. Lane inquiring into the propriety 


of giving all the refuse lands in five counties in Indiana to con- 
struct a designated road, was negatived. 

A message from the president, relative to gen. Lafayette, 
was received and referred, on motion of Mr. E. Everett, to the 
committee on foreign affairs. 


Letters were communicated from the secretary of the treasury 
relative to the purchase of sites for custom houses; and as to the 


how vast was the amount of human misery which grew out of | number and compensation of custom house officers. 


the savage usage of imprisonment for debt. 


He should take 
some proper opportunity, if the house would allow him, to pro- 


The bill authorising a further subscription to the stock of the 
Alexandria canal company, ordered to a third reading at the 


duce before them satisfactory evidence of the cruel operation of | Jast session, was taken up, read a third time, and, after a few 


this law, which would astonish any one who pretended to call 
The citizens of the District look to us for 
protection, and enlightened and liberal legislation, as they have 
He hoped the committee would be 
allowed to take up the subject, and to consider the propriety 
of abolishing the ca. sa. entirely, or, at least, for sums under 


himself a Christian. 


ho legislature of their own. 


fifty dollars, within this District. 
The resolution was agreed to, nem. con. 
Friday. Dec. 12. After the presentation of petitions— 
The following message was received from the president 0 


the United States, by the hands of Mr. 4. J. Donelson, his pri- 


vate secretary: 

Washington, Dec. 12th, 1834. 

To the house of representatives: 
{n compliance with the resolution of the house of representa 


tives of the 10th instant, calling for any information which the 


remarks from Mr. Hardin deprecating the pressing of the bill, 
was on motion of Mr. Chinn, postponed till this day three weeks. 

The bill for the final adjustment of land claims in the state of 
Louisiana, and in the territories of Arkansas and Florida, order- 
ed toa third reading at the last session, was read a third time. 

Mr. White, of Florida, moved to strike out Florida from the 
bill, which was agreed to, and the bill passed. The house ad- 
journed. 


Tuesday, Dec. 16. Mr. Polk reported the following bills which 
f | were severally read, committed to the committee of the whole 
house on the state of the union, and made the order of the day 
for the first Monday in January next, viz: 

A bill regulating the deposite of the money of the United 
States in certain local banks; 
- A bill to repeal part of the act transferring certain duties from 
the commissioners of loans to the bank of the U. States; and 
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A bill to authorise the sale of the stock of the bank of the U. 
tates. 

Mr. Polk also reported a bill providing for the paymentof re- 
nny pensions, for the year 1835—twice read and com- 
mitted, 

Mr. R. M. Johnson reported the following bills which were 
twice read and committed: 

A bill for the better organization of the corps of topographical 
engineers; 

_A bill to provide for the gradual increase of the corps of en- 
gineers; 


- bill to authorise the appointment ofan additional pay master; 
an 

A bill extending the time for issuing military land warrants 
to officers and soldiers of the revolutionary army. 

Mr. White, of New York, reported a bill authorising the en- 
listment of boys in the naval service—twice read and com- 
mitted. 

The printing of 10,000 copies of the correspondence with the 
French government was ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Wilson, inquiry was instituted as to the 
propriety of making an appropriation for the improvement of the 
Monongahela river, from Middletown, Va. to Pittsburgh, Penn. 

On motion of Mr. Watmough, the house, in committee of the 
whole, took up “the bill to equalize the pay of the officers of 
the United States,” and, after being sometime engaged therein, 
the committee rose, reported progress, and obtained leave to sit 
again, and then, 

On motion of Mr. Watmough, the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Dec. 17. On motion of Mr. Ashley, the bills for 
the extention of the Cumberland road from Vadalia, Illinois, to 
the seat of government of Missouri, was made the special order 
of the day for the 15th January next. 

The house resumed the consideration of the following resolu- 
tion offered yesterday by Mr. Clayton: 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means inquire 
into the expediency of reporting a law for the purpose of remit- 
ting the duties on locomotive engines, rail road car- wheels 
with rolled iron tires, axles, springs, &c. already imported, or 
which may hereatter be imported within two years. 

The question being on striking out “‘committee of ways and 
means,” and inserting “‘committee on manufactures,”’ 

Mr. Dickerson supported the amendment, on the ground that 
the most important matter of inquiry, embraced in the resolu- 
tion, was its effect on the internal improvements and the do- 
mestic manufactures of the country, and that this, according to 
the common course of proceeding, was referrible to the com- 
mittee on manufactures. 

Mr. Mason did not think it necessary at this time to go into 
the merits of the question. A similar bill had passed last ses- 
sion, with some opposition, but none with respect to the refer- 
ence, and he could not see why the reference to the committee 
of ways and means should be now opposed. 

Mr. Clayton was in favor of the reference to the committee 
of ways and means. He considered it the most proper one; it 
superintended the revenue. It was the first object of the go- 
vernment to have a competent revenue to carry on its opera- 
tions; and if it could not spare the contemplated reduction on 
locomotive engines, &c. the committee in question would 
know it, and then his proposition will be abandoned. But we 
are told that the object sought by this resolution affects the 
manufacturing interests of the country, and consequently 
eught to be referred to the committee on manufactures. The 
great agricultural interests, and especially of his part of the 
country, Were deeply interested in the decision to be had. 
They coald not get their produce to market under a loss of one- 
third, and on the returns a great deal more—upon the article of 
salt they paid 150 per cent. for freight. The committee of agri- 
culture might be the proper committee; but they would be in- 
terested; so were the committee on manufactures. He had 
therefore applied to a common arbiter, who would probably re- 
port to the house, where he was willing to battle it out with 
the manufacturing interest. 


Mr. Denny was surprised at the tenor of the remarks which 
he had heard from the gentleman last up. In the cases refer- 
red to, the remission of duties took place on goods actually im- 
ported, where the money had actually been paid into the trea- 
sury, or secured by bonds. But the proposition before us took 
a wider range. It was not to remit duties but to change the ta- 
riff, and abolish the duties altogether fortwo years. Last year, 
a memorial from Vermont, to increase the duties on foreign 
marbie imported, was referred to the committee on manufac- 
tures. Now we are called upon to reduce duties, and we are 
urged to send it to the committee of ways and ineans. The 
gentleman from Georgia, had spoken of the agricultural inter- 
ests. That interest had not come to this house by memorial— 
they were not parties to the proposition at all—it was an iso- 
lated proposition from an individual member. He hoped the 
house would not, by countenancing this motion, renew the agi- 
tating questions relative to the tariff. 

Mr. Speight did not consider the present question as relating 
to manufactures; if he did he should probably agree with the 
gentieman from Pennsylvania. The part of the country which 
he and the gentleman from Georgia represented, labored under 
great disadvantages for the want of facilities of transportation. 
They wished to remedy the evil by constructing rail ways. Now 
shall we be obliged to buy the home articles for these rail 
ways, or shall we buy them where we can get them cheapest? 
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He was not disposed to touch the tariff compromise, which the 
gentlemen from Pennsylvania had so much reason to be pleas- 
ed with. It had, however, been touched last year at the jn. 
stance of Mr. Binney, who obtained the remission of duty on 
iron prepared for a rail way and inclined plane, for the Schiuy. 
kill company. That met with no opposition from gentlemen 
coming from his part of the country. 


Mr. Stewart, of Pennsylvania said the proposition was likely to 
elicit a general discussion of the tariff question, and he would, 
theretore, in order to test the disposition of the house to go into 
the question, move that the resolution be laid on the table, and 
accordingly made the motion. 

On this motion, Mr. Clayton, asked the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered. 

The question being taken, it was decided as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, John Adams, Heman 
Allen, William Allen, Anthony, Banks, Barnitz, Baylies, Beaty, 
Beaumont, Blair, Bockee, Brown, Burd, Burges, Chambers, 
Chaney, Chilton, W. Clark, Coulter, Cramer, Crockett, Dar- 
lington, A. Davis, Denny, Dickson, Dickerson, Evans, E. Eve- 
rett, H. Everett, Fillmore, Forrester, Philo C, Fuller, Gorham, 
Grennell, H. Hall, Halsey, Hard, Hardin, Hathaway, Hazeitine, 
Heath, Henderson, Hiester, E. Jackson, Janes, Win. C. Jobin- 
son, Cave Johnson, H. Johnson, Lansing, Thomas Lee, Lyon, 
Joel K. Mann, Martindale, McIntire, McKennan, McKim, Mc- 
Vean, Miller, Henry Mitchell, Morgan, Muhlenburg, Osgood, 
Parker, Patterson, Dutee J. Pearce, Phillips, Pierson, Pope, 
Potts, Ramsay, Reed, Schenck, Shinn, Stade, Sloane, Smith, 
Standifer, Steele, Stewart, F. Thomas, Philemon Thomas, Tur- 
ner, Tweedy, Van Houten, Vinton, Wagener, Ward, Wat- 
mough, Webster, Frederick Whittlesey, Elisha Whittlesey--9, 

NAYS—Messrs. J. J. Allen, Chilton Allan, Archer, Barber, 
Barringer, Beal, Bean, Beardsley, Binney, Briggs, Bull, Bune), 
Bynum, Cage, Cambreleng, Campbell, Carmichael, Carr, Ca- 
sey, Chinn, Claiborne, 8S. Clark, Clay, Clayton, Clowney, Cof- 
fee, Conner, Corwin, Crane, Davenport, Day, Deberry, Dickin- 
son, Duulap, Ewing, Felder, Ferris, Foster, Wm. K. Fuller, 
Fulton, Gamble, Gholson, Gillet, Gordon, Graham, Grayson, 
Griffin, Joseph Hall, Thomas H. Hall, Hannegan, Joseph M. 
Harper, Hawkins, Hawes, Howell, Hubbard, Huntington, Inge, 
William Jackson, Jarvis, R. M. Johnson, Noadiah Johnson, 8. 
Jones, Kavanagh, Kilgore, King, Kinnard, Lane, Luke Lea, 
Lewis, Lincoln, Love, Loyall, Abijah Mana, Manning, Mardis, 
John Y. Mason, Moses Mason, May, MeCarty, McComas, Mc- 
Kinley, Mercer, Miner, R. Mitchell, Moore, Murphy, Page, 
Parks, Peyton, F. Pierce, Pinckney, Polk, Renecher. Reynolds, 
Robertson, Shepperd, Spangler, Speight, Stoddert, W. Taylor, 
Thomson, Tompkins, Trumbull, Vance, Wardwell, White, 
Williams, Wise—100. 

i the motion to lay the resolution on the table was negativ- 
e 


The question recurring on the adoption of the resolution: 


Mr. Chambers contended that the subject was not deserving 
of consideration as a revenue question. It was its operation 
on other interests, and chiefly on the manufacturing interest, 
which should be principally considered. The house would in- 
quire whether the country was supplied, or could be supplied, 
with American manufactures. If the tariff was to be assailed, 
notwithstanding the compromise of 1832, in any one particular, 
it might, under that precedent, be, in like manner, assailed in 
every item. 

Ilere the debate was arrested by the expiration of the hour 
allotted to the consideration of resolutions. 

The house then took up the bill graduating the pay of the of- 
ficers of the navy, the question being on the amendment offered 
by Mr. Harper, of Pa. to strike out $5,500 az the pay of a senior 
captain, commanding a squadron, and insert $4,500. 


Mr. Watmough opposed the amendment, and after a debate, 
in which Messrs. Speight, Fillmore, McKennan, Ward, Suther- 
land and Parker participated, the motion of Mr. Harper prevail- 
ed by the following vote—ayes 90, noes 55. 


Mr. Watmough then stated, that as the committee of the 
whole had determined the question of the rate of the pay of the 
commanding officers, he should offer an amendment to the bill, 
graduating the pay of all the officers, according to that which 
was thus fixed by the committee; and he offered an amendment 
accordingly. 

Mr. Wise submitted an amendment also, which was read and 
ordered to be printed. 

The committee then rose, and, on motion of Mr. Watmough, 
the house adjourned. a 

Thursday, Dec. 18. Mr. Peyton reported a bill authorising 
the sale of the lion and two horses, presented by the emperor 
of Morocco to the United States. 

The house resumed the consideration of the resolution sub- 
mitted on the 16th inst. by Mr. Clayton, inquiring into the ex- 
pediency of reporting a law for the purpose of remitting the du- 
ties on locomotive engines, rail road cars, wheels with rolied 
iron tires, axles, springs, &c. already imported, or which may 
hereafter be imported within two years. 

The question being on striking out “committee of ways and 
means,’’ and inserting ‘“‘committee on mannuiactures,”’ 

Mr. Chambers and Mr. Miller advocated the reference to the 
committee on manufactures, and Mr. Cambreleng and M'- 
Jackson to the committee of ways and means. 

Mr. Ewing rose to address the house, but yielded the floor to 
Mr. Watmough, on whose motion, the hour having expired, the 





a i Mi en bd 


— a_i a a aa! em 


- GB ach Ge 2s «se oe 6 CO hU6ceee CU CO Oe 


Se —_ nn - -—_—_ —_— ee 





NILES’ REGISTER—DEC. 20, 1834—THE U. STATES’ BILL—ON FRANCE. 269 











house proceeded to the order of the day, in committee of the 
whole, on the bill to regulate and equalise the pay of the officers 
of the navy, and, afler being engaged therein for some time, the 
committee rose, reported progress, and obtained leave to sit 
again, and then the house adjourned. 
Cte 
TRIAL OF THE CONVENT BURNERS. 

The trial of one of the several persons charged with being 
concerned in the recent atrocious violation of law and order, by 
sacking and burning the convent at Charlestown, Mass. has for 
many days occupied ag public song spe gnenes a long trial, 

llowing paragraphs announce the result: 
aah — Boston, December 12, 1834. 

Trial of Buzzell. Yesterday, the chief justice concluded his 
charge to the jury. We have not attempted to preserve full 
notes of it; there are some points of law, however, on which 
advice was given by the court to the jury, of which we give a 
brief, though we fear an imperfect sketch. _ : 

“By the statute of 1804, relative to arson, it is provided, that 
if any person shall wilfully and maliciously set fire to the dwell- 
ing house of another in the night time, every such offender, and 
any person present aiding or abetting in the commission of such 
offence, or accessary thereto before the fact, shall, ou convic- 
tion thereof, suffer the punishment of death. The statute of 
1830 provides, that the offence described in that of 1804 shall 
not be capital, if no person be lawfully in the dwelling house, 
at the time when itis set on fire. We understood the court to 
say, that no judicial construction had been given to the latter 
statute: but that, it was their opinion, and they so advised the 
jury, that, even where the inmates have been driven from the 
building by violence or fear, if no person be lawfully within at 
the time of the burning, the offence is not capital; but subjects 
the person guilty of it to the mitigated penalty of the statute of 
1830. 

‘It was apparent from the evidence in the case, that the in- 
mates of the convent, including the superior, had left it prior to 
its being set on fire. The counsel for the government, how- 
ever, urged, that Balfour and Logan, who went into the convent 
for the purpose of protecting the inmates, and were in it at the 
time of the burning, were lawfully in it within the meaning of 
the statute of 1830. The court were, however, of opinion, that 
these persons were not lawfully in the convent according to the 
true construction of the statute. The object of the legislature 
undoubtedly was, to protect the inmates, by mitigating the pe- 
nalty where their lives were notin actual danger. Nor was the 
fact that persons were lawfully within the summer house at the 
time of the burning, sufficient to bring the case within the pro- 
visions of the statute of 1804; the summer house, in this in- 
stance, being no part of the curtelage. 

“According to the statute of 1805, if any person, with a felo- 
nious intent, shall in the night time break and enter, or having 
entered with felonious intent, shall in the night time break a 
dwelling house, any person then being lawtully therein, and 
such person being at the time of such breaking and entering, 
armed with a dangerous weapon, or arming himself in such 
house with a dangerous weapon, every such offender, and any 
person aiding or abetting in such burglary, or accessary thereto 
before the fact, shall, on conviction thereof, suffer the punish- 
ment of death. Ifthe persons who broke and entered the con- 
vent designed to steal, or if they intended to burn or pull down 
the building, they entered it with a felonious intent. ‘This was 
a case of conspiracy; the offence could not have been commit- 
ted bya single person. Whether the throwing of stones or clubs 
into the building, while the inmates were within it, was a break- 
ing and entering, within the contemplation of the statute, was 
not required to be investigated in the present case. If the su- 
perior is credited, who is in this respect uncontradicted, she 
was in the building at the time it was broken and entered, and 
was lawfully in it. But another circumstance was required in 
order to render the offence a capital one; the persons breaking 
and entering, or their abettors, must be armed with a dangerous 
weapon. In this case, if any of the conspirators were thus 
armed, all were so, in the contemplation of the law. By the 
term dangerous weapon, is intended one which is adapted to 
produce death or great bodily harm, and is carried in such a 
manner as to be readily used for the purpose of producing either. 
A club, carried in this manner, is a dangerous weapon. It was 
for the jury to consider whether the persons who broke and en- 
tered the convent had a felonious intent—whether any person 
was lawfully in it at the time, and whether the persons break- 
ing and entering, or any of them, were armed witha dangerous 
weapon. If so, the burglary has been committed, under such 
circumstances as render it a capital offence.”’ 

here were various other points of law, which were adverted 
to by the chief justice, who then proceeded to review the testi- 
mony in a most distinct and impressive manner. 

When the jury had retired, Mr. Farley, who was counsel for 
some of the persons indicted and not yet tried, moved that the 
publication of the testimony from day to day, in the succeeding 
trials, be prohibited. The opinion of the court on this motion 
Will probably be pronounced to day. 

The attorney general made a motion for the continuance of 
the other indictments to the next term of the court; but the mo- 
tion was overruled, and the trials will probably proceed this 
morning. [ Daily advertiser. 





At ten o’clock the jury returned into court with a verdict of 
not guilty. Upon which declaration a loud burst of applause 





escaped from the audience, and the house for a few minutes 
resounded with the claps and stampings of the assembly. Some 
of the officers sprang without the bar, and arrested one John 
Flanders, and another person named Joseph M. Ford, who 
stood at the time near the bench, both of whom were brought to 
the bar and put to their oaths to answer for the offence. The 
first named stated that he was not aware of having committed 
any impropriety, and did not know the regulations of the court 
in this respect. Ford, when called to answer, stated, that he 
Was never in a court before when a verdict was declared; and 
seeing Others doing the same that was done by himself, thought 
it proper. The court under these considerations, and it being 
the first offence of the kind, ordered them to be discharged. At 
the same time chief justice Shaw remarked, thatany expression 
of applause or disapprobation, made by any person present, on 
the declaration of a verdict hereafter, would cause such mea- 
sures to be taken against the offenders as the law provided. 
The prisoner, (Buzzell), was then discharged, and left the court 
room. The attorney general then renewed his motion to have 
the remaining cases continued till the next term, and urged as 
a reason the recent expression of publie feeling on the subject. 
This was overruled by the court, and Marvin Marcy, jr. Wm. 
Mason and Sargent Blaisdell, were placed at the bar for trial. 
[ Mer. Adv, 
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THE UNITED STATES’ BILL—ON FRANCE. 
The following is the reply of the secretary of the treasury, to 
the letter of the president of the bank, inserted in the last Re- 
GISTER, page 241—which did not reach us until after that num- 


ber was in the press, being sent to the house of representatives 
only on Friday, the 12th inst. 


Treasury department, December 11th, 1834. 

Sir: Your communication of the 28th ult. acknowledging the 
receipt of my letter of the 13th of July last, relative to the de- 
tention of the public dividends by the bank of the United States, 
was duly received. 

After a silence of more than four montbs, coupled with the 
hostile position the bank had assumed, it was sttpposed that 
you did not contemplate entering into further correspondence in 
respect to this subject, and especially was it supposed, that a 
correspondence would not be resumed, with an avowed view 
to any explanations or new arrangements, at so late a period, 
that your communication could not reach this department till 
the day previous to that session of congress to which you had 
been early apprized a report would be made on the whole of 
the proceedings of the bank in this extraordinary transaction. 

Presuming, therefore, that the bank ought to have felt all the 
reluctance expressed in your letter, ‘‘to prolong a discussion”? 
on that transaction, which cannot but be adm&ted, from its un- 
precedented and unjustifiable character, was well calculated to 
‘inflame the passions of the country,’’ and that this cireum- 
stance might naturally have led to the postponement of a reply 
till after **the elections,’’ yet no reason is assigned in your ex- 
planation, whatever may be the reason conjectured by others, 
for the failure to forward that reply immediately after the po- 
pular elections had terminated, and in season for a suitable ex- 
amination of its contents before congress convened. 

But it would be unjust to the bank not to return thanks for 
the very considerate sentiment expressed in your apology for 
the first delay—a wish not ‘‘to prolong a discussion which would 
only inflame the passions of the country in the midat of its elee- 
tions.”? This department regrets that so powerful a corpora- 
tion—though perhaps unable to restrain, and therefore not so 
responsible for the harangues of some of its advocates, on what- 
ever days, places or occasions—had not, in its own resolutions, 
reports of committees, and essays and pamphlets, published by 
its president, under a vote ‘‘to cause to be prepared and circu- 
lated such documents and papers as may communicate to the 
people information in regard to the nature and operations of the 
bank’’—earlier used a little more effort to practise the same for- 
bearance from attempting *‘to inflame the passions of the coun- 
try.”? How fitly the bank can now become the censor of the 
president or this department, for also communicating “to the 
people information on the nature and operations of the bank,’? 
and that information consisting cnly of official correspondence 
on both sides—must be left to others to decide. 

Your last letter having at length been received, and having, 
as appears, been already sent to “‘the newspapers”’ by the bank, 
without waiting for a reply, and before one, in the great pres- 
sure of business at this season, could be expected, its contents 
are in some particulars found to be so very extraordinary in 
their tone, in their allusions, and assertions, that, unpleasant 
as the task is, this department has, under all the circumstances, 
felt constrained to submit such remarks in relation to them as 
are deemed appropriate, and as seem imperatively to be re- 
quired. The bank may therefore, sir, rest assured, that though 
your letter arrived so late as to prevent the submission of it to 
the president before preparing his annual message, or to the at- 
torney general before his opinion was requested On the case, 
and as to deprive the undersigned from offering any due com- 
ment on itin his report to congress concerning this subject, yet, 
in relation to the affairs of which it treats, an ‘“‘appeal from the 
laws” has never, as you appear to intimate, been made by this 
department, nor is one in contemplation. Any such ‘‘appeal’’ 
is left to those who, without the sanction of an appropriation 
by congress, or without a legal precept, seize upon the public 
property, and convert it to their private emolument. But, aftera 
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violation of the rights of the U. States, and a diversion of its reve- 
nue from the treasury and the public service, into the vaults of 
the bank, ifthe latter expects that the chief executive magistrate 
of the wonton, or the secretary of the treasury, will be silent, and 
not Communicate early and full information concerning the out- 
rage, to the people and their representatives—and that those 
public officers are to be deterred trom this discharge of a solemn 
duty, because the bank entertains an opinion, that such a course 
is an “appeal from the law,” you have yet to learn, that both 
the character of that chief magistrate, and the obligations of 
duty entertained by this department, have been greatly misap- 
prehended. 

In proceeding to the other contents of your letter, is conced- 
ed with you, that “the whole case appears exceedingly sim- 
ple.” The bank sets up a claim against the United States. It 
is presented and disallowed by the accounting officers, because 
considered in itself neither equitable nor legal; because it had 
never received the sanction of the United States by an appro 
priation; and because, if just, no branch of the government, ex 
cept congress, had any constitutional power to authorise its 
payment. 

“hereupon, the bank, instead of resorting to congress for that 
sanction, proceeded without it, and without any legal precept, 
to seize on the dividends belonging to the United States, and to 
convert them to its private use. The vital error of the bank on 
this subject, appears to have been, in supposing that the trea. 
sury and its accompting officers were any thing but mere agents 
of congress to superiutend the settlement of what has been ap 
propriated. If, on the solicitation of the bank, or any indivi- 
dual, however powerful, they allowed or settled any thing else 
than what had been sanctioned by an appropriation, it would 
manifestly be conniving at peculation, or a misapplication of 
the public money. It must be well known to the bank, that 
the first and proper inquiry at the treasury to every applicant 
is, where is the appropriation to pay the claim? And next, 
where is the evidence of its correctness, under the appropria.- 
tion? Itseems rather unreasonable to insist, that the treasury 
possesses alinost unlimited power when the bank wants favors, 
but to deny to it almost all power when apprehending danger 
fiom it. 

Beside all the decisive reasons against the reprehensible 
conduct of the bank in this transaction, which are contained in 
the late message of the president, and in the opinion of the at- 
torney general, the bank, if it possess, as has been intimated, 
another controverted claim against the United States, for the 
removal of the public deposites, might, on this principle, in or- 
der to discharge it, or atone for any other pretended wrong, not 
only refuse to pay over dividends, but refuse, to the amount 
claimed, the payment of its notes or bills received by the trea 
sury for the public revenne; and when this consideration is 
weighed, it will Vtadily be seen that the whole operations of 
the government, in war and in peace, while, by law, the notes 
of the bank must be received for the public revenue, are liable, 
at the pleasure of the bank, to be paralyzed, and the public 
faith thereby violated. , 

After these objections, and when the common, the equitable, 
and constitutional tribunal of congress was, and still is, for the 
bank, as for all other claimants against the government, simi- 
larly situated, open for a resort to obtain damages—it is lament- 
ed, that the bank was so inconsiderately advised as to appeal 
to this other course, so novel, dangerous and unnecessary, of 
seizing upon the public revenue, as being in your opinion “the 
beat, if not only course of settling the question.?? You state 
further, that this has been done by the bank only “‘to vindicate 
its own rights,’? when no case is believed to exist where a per 
son not receiving money as an officer or contractor of the go- 
vernment, or money not previously granted by congress under 
some special or general appropriation, (in which mode the bank 
did not receive these dividends), has ever been able to “‘vindi- 
cate” hie supposed “rights,’? by retaining the money to meet 
any claims, however well founded, against the government: 
and when application by the bank for relief in this case, had 
never been presented to congress, and refused, so as to furnish 
the slightest apology for being obliged, in order to procure re- 
dress, to resort to this unusual remedy. 

But if the views of the department on this proceeding be erro- 
neous, much gratification would be derived from having the 
particular act and clause quoted by the bank, on which it re- 
lies in making the assertion, that “‘the retaining of this money 
was a mere form to comply with the act of congress.’? This de 
partment has not been so fortunate as to discover any statute, 
and much less the one cited, of March 3d, 1797, which requires 
of a claimant against the government, that he should, in a con- 
troverted case, seize its property in order “to comply with the 
act of congress;”’ nor any statute which authorises, recognizes, 
or palliates such a seizure, in order to force the government 
into a law suit. and thus, through the agency of the judiciary, 
attempt to effect the payment of doubtful claims, to which no 
money has been appropriated, nor legislative sanction given. 
The proposition of the bank to make some arrangement to have 
this question brought ‘before the courts,’? and the assurance 
now given, that, in such event, it “would immediately have re- 
_ leased the money,”? would have deserved much more attention 
and stronger confidence, had this assurance been more prompt 
ly given, and that amicable disposition, now manifested, been 
earlier evinced by the bank, in having at least requested such 
an arrangement before the dividends were withheld. Before 
committing that aggression, the bank was not pleased even to 
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notify the treasury that it wished the question of damages set. 
tled by litigation, and it communicated not the elightest imtima- 
tion of a desire to make any ‘arrangement with the treasury to 
bring the case before the courts.’?’ But the bank having, on 
these points, preserved perfect silence, and the departnent and 
congress having thus been lulled into security till after the aq. 
journment of the laiter, then suddetily, and without previous 
nutice, a portion of the accruing revenue, estimated and expect. 
ed to aid in meeting the large appropriations which had just 
been made, and to pay the residue of the public debt, was with. 
held by the bank, and was not offered to be restored till afier 
the termination of a suit, probably protracted for many years, 
After committing that aggression, and still withholding in jis 
possession the money of the United States, the bank then, and 
not till then, “invited”? this department to bring the subject of 
the damages in some way before the courts, and thus indirectly 
to sanction the appeal of the bank from the authority of con. 
gress Over this matter, and to acquiesce, till adjusted by litiga- 
tion, in the bank’s unprecedented and ruinous course as to the 
public revenue—a course involving a principle which, under aj] 
the circumstances of this case, if once adopted, might disorga- 
nize our whole collections, by the seizure of them, without legal 
precept, under one pretence or another, and. as previously ex. 
plained, place even our disbursements, so far as the public 
funds consist of United States bank notes, at the sole mercy of 
an irritated and unseruputous corporation. But this the depart. 
ment could not sanction, however urgently “invited,”? without 
proving faithless to every principle of puplic duty and public 
safety. Late as even that invitation, it is remarkable that your 
letters expressed nothing about the money itself “being an ob- 
ject of indifference to the bank,’’? or that it “would instantly 
have released the money in any arrangement with the treasury 
to bring the case before the courts.”? On the contrary, though 
some persons may for some time have apprehended from cer- 
tain circumstances, that money was “an object of indifference 
tothe bank’? in comparison with some other objects, yet it is 
difficult to discover “what rights” the bank then sought to “vin- 
dicate,” except its rights to the money, and why it should be so 
tenacious of its rights to the money, and so indifferent to the 
money itself. By your correspondence at that time, the money 
appears to have been withheld with the express view to force 
the. department into a consent to pay the controverted damages 
claimed, without any sanction by congress, or into some ar- 
rangement to submit to the judiciary for decision, a question 
which, under the constitution and the circumstances of the 
case, belongs to congress alone, and, after that decision, and 
not till then, if unfavorable, to make a restoration of the divi- 
dends, the bank had so unexpectedly seized, in derogation of 
the laws. It was not “until the time had passed for the repeti- 
tion of a similar appeal from the laws’ by the bank to cover its 
other intimated claim for damages, on account of the removal 
of the deposites, with any probable hope of public approbation 
in favor of its new mode of aiding the fiscal operations of the 
government, and not till after these “elections”? to which you 
refer, may, in your opinion, have terminated so disastrously to 
its hopes, that the bank professed a perfect “indifference” 
about the money, and a willingness to release it, in case an ar- 
rangement was effected for a suit at law. 

How a suit could still proceed, and the money be first releas- 
ed or repaid, must be left to the bank for further explanation, 
as it is incomprehensible to this department, unless effected 
through some fictitious case, to be agreed on, in order to de- 
prive congress of its constitutional power over appropriations 
to settle contested claims against the United States, and which 
agreement, you may rest assured, that this department has a3 
little inclination as it has legitimate power to make. 


[t may be proper then to state further and distinetly, that the 
submission of the whole case to the wisdom and anthority of 
congress, appears to the treasury to be the only suitable course, 
and that it cannot enter into any arrangement in relation to the 
subject, except to receive, as requested in its communication 
to the bank in July last, the dividends due to the United States, 
and to refer the bank, as is done with other claimants in simi- 
lar cases, to the justice of congress for any damages demanded 
on the bill of exchange beyond the actual expenses and costs 
incurred. The acknowledgments of this department should 
not be omitted for your kindness in pointing out more than one 
mode that might be pursued in the courts of law against the 
hank; but, as the advice of an opposing party is not always 
safest, and as congress is competent to give directions npon 
the claim of the United States, and is considered the proper 
tribunal for adjusting the claim of the bank, your benevolent 
suggestions will, it is feared, prove unavailing: especially, since 
the summary process to which you now allude, beside being 
open to other objections, is in express terms and by a decision 
of the courts, applicable to the case only of debtors, who, un- 
like the bank in this instance, obtain possession of the public 
money, in their capaeity of public officers. What may be the 
design now in making, “for obtaining a decision,” a proposi- 
tion, which would doubtless fail if accepted, is best known to 
yourself and such “distinguished”? eonnsel of the bank as you 
cite to this department, in your other published letter of the 
26th ult. Tt must be admitted, that the bank, in the next place, 


evinces great frankness in proceeding te disclose, under five 
separate specifications, what it expects to prove on trial. 
Whether there is much likelihood that this expectation will 
ever be realized, others must decide: but the ingenuovsness in 
stating beforehand to the opposite party what is to be proved 
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against him, should not pass without due commendation, 
thuugh it Is regretted, that uuder all the Circumstances, a suspi- 
ciou—it may be an Unjust One—has arisen, thal Lhe statement 
was made rather Wilh a view lo be immediately laid belore we 
community by the bank, either to ‘inflame the passions’? or lo 
furestal public Opinion on those poiuts belure areply was re- 
ceived from tis department. 

in laying down the first position which the bank asserts it 
sswill always be ready to prove,”’ viz: Ulat the bill of exchange 
on the French government, was drawn without the slightest 
authority Whatever from that governiment,’’ it is feared that the 
zeal of tie bank Lo Vindicale a loreign government, bas led you 
to overluvk the treaty, in which thai goverument expressly sti- 
pulates to pay “ithe sum of twenty-five millions of franes, at 
Paris, in six annual instalments, of four millions one hundred 
and sixty-six thousand six bundred and sixty-six frances and 
sixty-six centimes each, into the hand of such personor persons 
as shall be authorised by the government of the Uniled Siutes to 
receive t.”?>) The bank appears, moreover, lo have forgotten the 
written authority, under seal from the president of the United 
States, which accompanied the bill, and empowered the holder, 


as the person designated under the treaty and in pursuance of 


it, to receive the mouey, Which had then become honestly due 
from the French goverument, and sould, notwithstanding your 
apology, have been prompuly paid, according to every principle 
of national good faith. In your ardent detence of a foreign 
country, for a neglect to fulfil ws treaties, and attack upon a 
deparunent of your own, ‘tor acting without the slightest au- 
thority Whatever,’ italso seems to Lave escaped notice, thal 
the treasury acted, not only under the authority before named, 
from France, of a solemn stipulation to make the payment to 
any “‘persons’’ ‘‘authorised by the government of the United 
States??—and that the holders of this bill were so specially au- 
thorized by this departwent and the president; but that Congress 
had previously empowered and required the secretary of the 
treasury, by the act of July 13th, 1882, **to cause this money to 
be received trom the French government, and transferred to 
the United States, in such manner as he may deem best.’’ If, 
notwithsianding all this, unfortunately for your own country, 
the bank should be able to support the position, that *‘the bill 
was drawn without the slightest authority” from France, you 
certainly will deserve her acknowledgments for the aid thus 
rendered to get rid probably of the whole ofa claim which she 
has appeared not very eager to discharge; because, if France 
was not lable, under all the circumstances, to pay it in that 
form, it is difficult to discover how she is liable to pay it in any 
form. 

It is to be regretted, that in your professions of regard for ‘‘the 
credit of the treasury,’ knowing then as now what its autho- 
rity was for drawing the bill, you did not refuse entirely to take 
it, as the bank must have foreseen and believed, that the mo- 


without the slightest authority,’? and that the affair would pro- 
bably end in a claim by it for large damages. Were it not for 
the solicitude, since expressed by the bank, to accommodate 
the treasury, and the ‘‘indifference’’? the bank now professes 
“as Lo the money,’ it might be inferred by some, that possess- 
ing the before-mentioned opinions, and pursuing the before- 
mentioned course, it must have meditated originally a specula- 
tion as to the protest and expected damages. 

What seems at first rather inexplicable, is, that the bank, 
knowing, and being ready to prove that this department drew 
the bill **without the slightest authority,’? and hence could not 
require France to pay any damages, if the bill was protested— 
should yet insist, that the claims of damages by the bank, was 
‘“‘an indispensable act of duty, to enable the treasury to claim 
damages of the French government.’? This great kindness to 
wards the government of your own country, uninvited and vo- 
luntarily to seize On its revenue, and attempt to plunge it intoa 
law suit at home, and a controversy abroad, to enable it to ob- 
tain large damages of another country, which it must, if obtain- 
ed, immediately pay over to the bank, certainiy deserves all 
due acknowledgment. In fine, while the bank is professing 
to give all this friendly advice for the benefit of the treasury, 
ard to feel, itself, ‘a great indifference about the money,’ its 
regard for the treasury upon this particular subject seems, 
when stripped of ali blandishments, to consist in urging the go 
vernment to demand, and, to hazard a new quarrel with 
France to obtain, large and vindictive damages, by asserting 
that they are as much due “‘us the principal,’? when in fact the 
United States are entitled from France to only the reasonable 
and actual damages sustained, and when large and vindictive 
ones are to be sought in behalf, not of the treasury, but of the 
disinterested institution which is urging this indefensible mea- 
sure; and when if such aggravated damages are obtained, they 
are expected to go at once, and exclusively, not into the trea- 
sury, but into the vaults of the bank; or, which is virtually the 
same, are to supply the place of the great amount of public re- 


venue the bank has already on this account seized and with- 
held. 


But notwithstanding this, if now, or at any other period, the 
bank shall, as alleged, be ready to prove that “the money was 
paid by the agents of the bank to save the credit of the treasu- 
ry,”? the favor will be cheerfully acknowledged by this depart. 
ment, as in that event no right in the bank to the aggravated 
damages claimed against the treasury, and which has led to the 
Outrage of seizing or the public dividends, could well be pre- 
tended to exist. It is hoped, as you profees to consider that 
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“the claim of damages by the bank was an indispensable act of 
duty,” you will also not hesitate to perform another equally 
‘indispensable act of duty,’’ by furnishing, as early as practi- 
cable, the evidence to prove the point just mentioned; since, if 
such evidence is furnished, not only should the aggravated da- 
mages be relinquished, but the conduct of those agents and of 
the bank in that particular, be duly appreciated, 

In that event, they of course, did not pay the money for “the 
credit of the treasury”? for the purpose of exacting from it, on 
account of the professed favor, the large coustrucuive damages 
of $150,000 or $170,000, but, it must be presumed, they paid it 
With a view to save the treasury from exposure to such a claim 
by some foreigner who might be heartless or sordid, and whose 
pecuniary profil being alone concerned, might be so destitute of 
patriotic feeling for this country as to permit the bill not only 
to be protested abroad, and the ‘‘eredit of the treasury’ to 
suffer, so as to have it returned home protested, but who might 
thereupon immediately make a demand on the treasury beyond 
the actual damages and costs sustained, and even for great, and 
it may be properly added, penal damages, and to pursue this 
demand in so inexorable a spirit as not to wait for the decision 
of congress upon it, but, without legal precept or any previous 
notice of his design, to seize upon a large amount of the public 
revenue, for the purpose of discharging it. 

In relation to your third head of proof, “that of the money so 
paid by the bank, the whole was immediately appropriated by 
the treasury, and a part used in the current expenses of the go- 
veroment,”? it gives me pleasure to attempt a correction thus 
early of these misapprehensions. , 

This department has, in the reports sent here monthly by the 
direction of the president of the bank, statements, which show 
that the amount standing to the credit of the public in the 
bank, which of course includes its branches, was at no time 
after the purchase of the French bill on the Lith of February, 
1833, until the formal return of the money to the bank on the 
18th of May, 1833, less than eight millions of doilars. That of 
this, at no time, was less than four millions left in the bank 
and its branches, to the credit of the treasurer, subject to draft 
for any purpose, and that the residue was deposited on account 
of the public debt, and of the public collecting and disbursing 
officers. So that whatever sum of money may have been ‘ap- 
propriated by the treasury”? or ‘‘used”’ between those periods, 
it still left in the vaults of the bank and in its use, standing to 
the credit of the treasurer, at the times of all your intervening 
returns, a sum from three to four millions beyond the amount 
of the bill, or from three to four times more than the amount 
which you had, in form only, paid to the treasury, or passed to 
its credit, in trust for the numerous sufferers by French spolia- 
tions. And no part of the sum received on the bill was ever so 
“appropriated”? or ‘‘used”’ by the treasury as to be carried into 


| it by warrant; or it could not, until congress should have pass- 
ney would not probably be paid on an instrument, if ‘drawn | 


ed a new law, have refunded, as it did, the whole amount, the 
moment notice was given of the protest of the bill. 


In regard to the practice which you cite of this department in 
charging damages on ordinary bills of exchange bought of indi- 
viduals who sustain no official reiations with the government, 
and who neglect to provide funds abroad to meet those bills 
and to pay punctually our creditors and officers in a foreign 
country, it is hardly necessary here to show the difference be- 
tween the two cases, in both form and substance, after the pre- 
ceding remarks, and after the views contained in the first opi- 
nion of the attorney general, published with the late annual 
report from this department. Still less is it necessary to show 
further that in none of those cases probably did the idea ever 
enter into the imagination of the officers of the government, 
that they ought, in order to obtain the damages due and often 
actually accruing to the full amount received on protested bills, 
to resort, without either notice, lawful process, or a previous 
adjudication, to a seizure of the property or dues of the indivi- 
duals who drew and sold them. As in conclusion you give as- 
surances that “‘all’? your allegations “wili be made manifest 
whenever the treasury resorts to the proper tribunals,” this 
department takes the liberty to renew the expressions of its 
opinion, that it has already resorted to the proper tribunal, iu 
the firet instance, by submitting this whole transaction to the 
consideration of congress, where you will doubtless be indulged 
with an opportunity, if desired, to make all your charges “ma- 
nifest.”? But the bank may rest satisfied, that it will be long, 
unless otherwise directed by congress, before this department, 
however urgently “‘invited’’? by the bank, will consent to enter 
into any arrangement, Or to institute any proceedings, which, 
under existing circumstances, will, in their operation, be likely 
to take from congress, and transfer to same other tribunal, the 
power to adjust controverted claims, when no Jaw has been 
passed, nor appropriation made, to pay them; and which will 
be likely to break down those salutary checks and distinctions 
between the legislative and judicial departments, as to the dis- 
posal of the public money, which the people and the states 
have, with much clearness and wisdom, established in the 
great charter of their union. For ample views on the lw and 
equity of the whole case, and for any further reply which may 
be proper to any of the principles advanced in your letter, in 
support of the extraordinary claims and proceedings of the 
bank, you are referred to the late annual report from this de- 
partment, and to the opinions of the attorney general that ac- 
company it. 

liad the bank thought more of following, in its own example, 
the salutary advice it sofrankly bestowe on others, not to “pre- 
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a. or “‘discuss”’ this question of its claim to damages, and 
ad it omitted to “‘preyudge”’ or ‘‘discuss”’ it in the report of its 
committee last December, and in your letter now under consi- 
deration, the preceding remarks in relation to it would most 
Cheertully have been forborne. This department has now, 
very reluctantly, but in the manner that seemed to be required 
by the tone and contents of your communication, replied to 
such portions of it as appeared to merit notice, and can sin- 
cerely conclude with the consoling reflection, uttered by your- 
self in behalf of the bank, that ‘having done its duty, it is con- 
tent.”? 1 have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours, 
LEVI WOODBURY, secretary of the treasury. 
N. Biddle, esq. president of the bank of the U. S. Philadelphia. 
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BALTIMORE AND WASHINGTON RAIL ROAD.* 

The following articles are necessary to the history of the late 
outrages committed on the line of the road: 

Baltimore, November 26, 1834. 
Brig. gen. G. H. Steuart— 

Sir: Agreeably to your orders of the 21st inst. the detachment 
under my command, consisting of such portions of the compa- 
nies, mentioned below, as could be assembled, on so shorta 
notice, marched to Merriill’s tavern, on the Washington road, 
12 miles from Baltimore, on Tuesday morning, the 25th inst. 
when I reported to R. G. Stockton, W. B. Dorsey and Thomas 
Snowden, esqs. justices of the peace, and informed them that 
we were there by your orders, *‘to aid the civil authorities in 
maintaining the peace and quiet of the state.’? 

They furnished me the general warrant accompanying this 
report, and recommended the apprehension of all persons em- 
ployed on the line of the rail road, near where the murders and 
Other outrages had been committed. In company with lieut. 
col. Williams, of Anne Arundel, who favored us with his ad- 
vice aud assistance—accou panied by the remark, that as senior 
officer, the command was of course with me—we marched to 
Jessop’s section, and extending along the rail road and adjacent 
county several miles, apprehended all the laborers and suspi- 
cious persons we met, to the number of 200, and placed them 
under guard during the night. Capt. Maguire with 30 Morgan 
volunteers arrived at night, in time to participate in the duty of 
guarding the prisoners. On the morning of the 26th, two hours 
befure day, captain Bouldin, with his troop of horse, marched 
to the Savage factory, and thence to that part of the rail road 
which was near the place of the receut murders, and continuing 
thence along the line, apprehended many suspicious persous, 
whom, with several prisoners taken by major Capron, they 
brought to Merrill’s tavern, where they met the other compa. 
nies of my detachment, who were waiting with our prisoners 
for the arrival of the magistrates. I submitted the whole of our 
prisoners, upwards of 300, to esqs. Snowden and Dorsey, who 
committed them to Baltimore county jail, at which place I deli- 
vered them to the warden about 5 o’clock the same evening. 

There is strong reason to believe that some, if not all, of the 
murderers of Watson and Mercer are among the prisoners now 
in custody, and probably all the important witnesses. No doubt, 
amoung them are many, not only innocent of the crime, but ig 
norant of the perpetrators of it. But it was considered imprac- 
ticable to arrive at the truth, and fulfil the ends of justice in 
any other way than by such general arrests as we have made. 
There was no resistance by these unfortunate men, and it is €x- 
tremely gratifying to be able to state that no personal injury was 
sustained by any of them during our whole proceedings. 

Every facility was afforded us by the rail road company and 
its agents in the performance of our duty, and they furnished 
provisions, refreshments and the best accommodations in their 
power, for the whole of my command; and every thing they 
could to save us expense and unnecessary trouble. 

The duty of the officers and men, though unavoidably pain- 
ful and laborious, wae rendered with alacrity. The services of 
eapt. Boutpin and his troop of dragoons of the third brigade 
were invaluable. I am much indebted to Mr. Wm. J. Cote, 
who accompanied the detachment as a volunteer, and acted as 
adjutant. I cannot express myself too highly of both officers 
and men of my whole command for the efficient and humane 
manner in which they performed their duties. The following 
comprised the whole of my command: 

Captain Bouldin, with 20 dragoons. 
66 Willey, 20 U. ar’ts acting as infantry. 


sé Hickman 18 Ist light infantry. 

66 Spurrier 20 Baltimore volunteers. 

sé Hughes 27 Ist Baltimore riflemen. 

66 Hodgkinson 20 1st do. sharp shooters. 
- Maguire 30 Morgan volunteers. 

Total 165 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
B. U. CAMPBELL, 
lieut. col. 1st regiment rifle Md. vol’s. 


FKUM THE FREDERICK HERALD. 
Addressed to the editor. 

Dear sir: You have no doubt read the several accounts pub- 
lished in the papers relative to the horrible outrages committed 
on the Washingwn rail road, on last Tuesday and Wednesday 
nights. ‘Tle general outline is correct, but details have been 
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omitted, which, when related, characterise the outrage as one 
of the most inhuman and deliberate ever committed. {1 is said 
that Mr. Gorman, a contractor, had been robbed of $1,200, and 
had accused some of his hands as being the perpetrators of tie 
theft. The accused and their friends were so much exasperat- 
ed, that they attacked Gorman on last Tuesday night, and beat 
him so severely that his life had been despaired of. Mr. Join 
Watson, the superintendent, was present at Gorman’s shantee 
and was first attacked by the wretches—and being severely 
beaten by them, was left lying on the ground until they wreak- 
ed their vengeance on Gorman. Mr. Watson, unable to walk, 
crawled upon bis hands and knees, for some distance, and she}. 
tered himself behind a tree; upon looking back he ascertained 
that the desperadoes were in search of him, and he then pro- 
ceeded to his shantee, at the distance of about two miles. He 
was confined to his bed on Wednesday, and, although urged by 
many of his friends to leave the place, retused—alleging that he 
had no apprehension of a second attack. Several persons re- 
mained at his office on Wednesday night, among whom were 
Messrs. Mercer, Smith, Welch and Calion. About the middle 
of the night, a party of 30 or 40 attacked the house, broke open 
the doors and windows with axes, took Mr. Watson out of his 
bed, and beat him with clubs, until they supposed him dead, 
and threw him under the horse rack! At the commencement of 
the attack, Mr. Weich jumped out of the second story window 
—and as soon as he alighted, some one cried out shoot the 
d——d rascal, a gun was immediately discharged which wound- 
ed Mr. Welch but not seriously; another gun was then fired at 
him, which wounded him in the face, when he escaped. Mr, 
Calion also escaped. 

The ruffians, supposing Mr. Watson dead, went in search of 
Mr. Mercer. Inthe mean time Messrs. Mercer and Smith re- 
moved Mr. Watson into the house and laid him upon the bed, 
The murderers not finding Mercer, returned to the house, 
where Mercer was, seized him, took him out and marched bim 
round the house in mockery, making him kneel and pray, (Mr. 
Mercer was a pious man, an Irishman and a member of the 
Presbyterian church). After they had gratified themse)ves 
with the agony of their victim, one of them observed “you will 
recollect the cartmen you discharged,’ and immediately he 
was stricken on the head with a large club, which broke his 
skull and terminated his sufferings. 

Mr. Watson, upon the second return to the house, was as- 
sisted in putting on his drawers; he then went up stairs and laid 
himself on the collar beams. The wretches, after searching 
down stairs and not finding Mr. Watson, went up in the second 
story, and their search was for some time ineffectual. They 
had all gone down stairs but one, who was attracted, it has 
been said, by the dropping of the blood from Mr. Watson on the 
floor! The discovery was immediately announced, and they 
pushed Mr. Watson from his place, beat him with clubs, threw 
him headlong down stairs, and to ascertain if he was dead, 
burned his face with a piece of lighted wood! After they had 
completed their vengeance, they left the house and fired a 
volley! 

Various causes have been assigned for the outrage; there is 
no doubt, that several motives operated in producing the catas- 
trophe. Both of the victims were Irishmen, and had frequent- 
ly been reproached as Orangemen. But it is probable that the 
immediate motive of the act, was in consequence of Mr. Wat- 
son having discharged many of the hands for their indolence 
and unruly behaviour, and having received the contract for the 
work in the district. These circumstances made him the spe- 
cial object of their vengeance. Mr. Watson had received many 
intimations of their desigu upon his life; but, unfortunately dis- 
believed and disregarded all warnings. The laws have been 
violated in the persons of these unfortunate men, and it is hop- 
ed that public justice will not permit those miscreants to es- 
cape, and by ill-timed leniency encourage a second outrage. 

November 22, 1834. 


From the Baltimore Chronicle of Dec. 10. 

As misapprehensions appear to exist in relation to the pro- 
ceedings against the persons apprehended or charged with be- 
ing concerned in the late riots and murders, on the Baltimore 
and Washington rail road, we think it proper to state, that 
nearly four hundred persons were committed to Baltimore 
county jail—that, from the period of their commitment, judge 
Brice and the state’s attorney, assisted by Mr. Cheves, have 
been incessantly engaged every day, without intermitting even 
the Sabbath, in their examination. This labor was conceived 
necessary, that those who might be proved innocent should be 
promptly discharged. We understand that the investigation 
terminated yesterday, and that all have been liberated with the 
exception of ten or twelve, some of whom are retained as wil- 
nesses, and the others for trial. 

We know nothing of the nature of the testimony against 
those who are to be tried—but it is greatly to be desired that the 
perpetrators of the horrible murders committed on the rail road 
should be discovered and punished—else their escape may give 
rise to measures which may hereafter, on the recurrence of si- 
milar outrages, involve the innocent and guilty alike in their 
ruin. We have heretofore expressed our opinions freely on 
this subject, and do not deem it necessary to repeat them here. 
But we cannot forbear the remark, that, although there was 
great tardiness somewhere in the arrest of the rioters, there has 
been ~ utmost promptitude in their examination since coim- 
mitted. 





